COMMITTEE ON INDUSTRY, RESEARCH AND ENERGY

INVITED COMMITTEE:
COMMITTEE ON CULTURE AND EDUCATION

HEARING OF EKATERINA ZAHARIEVA

COMMISSIONER-DESIGNATE

(Startups, Research and Innovation)

TUESDAY, 5 NOVEMBER 2024
BRUSSELS



05-11-2024




05-11-2024 3

1-0002-0000
IN THE CHAIR:
BORYS BUDKA
Chair of the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy
1-0003-0000

(The hearing opened at 09:03)

1-0004-0000

Borys Budka, Chair of the ITRE Committee. — Good morning everyone. First of all, I would like to
welcome Ms Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate for Start-Ups, Research and Innovation,
to this confirmation hearing. Welcome to our committee.

I'd like also to welcome the members of the ITRE Committee, the committee responsible for this
hearing, as well as the members of the invited Committee on Culture and Education, and everyone
present in the room today, not forgetting those watching us live on webstream.

Before the start of the hearing, please allow me to make some remarks. First of all, [ know that there
was a proposal and request for our friend Diego Solier to have a minute of silence because of the
victims in Valencia, in Spain, because of the floods. Yesterday, this minute of silence took place at
the very beginning of our working period of the hearings. It was asked by our friends. So stand up,
and we will have one minute of silence.

(The meeting rose and observed a minute’s silence)

So now we will start our procedure. First of all, in line with the guidelines for the approval of the
Commission, Parliament evaluates the Commissioner-designate on the basis of their general
competence, European commitment, and personal independence. It also assesses the knowledge of
their respective portfolio and their communication skills.

The Committee on Legal Affairs has raised no objection to the holding of this hearing. Before the
hearing, Ms Zaharieva replied in writing to a questionnaire. The written answers have been
distributed to members in all languages. We acknowledge Ms Zaharieva’s readiness to cooperate
with the European Parliament. This is important in the context of the revision of the Framework
Agreement between Parliament and the Commission, in particular regarding your engagement to
be regularly present in committees and plenaries to follow up on Parliament’s legislative work and
to timely share information with Parliament as the co-legislator and arm of the budgetary authority.

We count on the full implementation of these commitments and emphasise the Commission’s role
as an honest broker, ensuring equal treatment of Parliament and the Council. We equally count on
your full cooperation to inform our committees in advance of all upcoming proposals, with detailed
justifications for those requiring urgent action.

Today’s hearing will be structured as follows: Ms Zaharieva will be invited to make an opening
statement of no longer than 15 minutes. She will also have five minutes at the end for the closing
statement.

After the introduction, we will have four rounds of questions and answers: a first round of political
group coordinators, with a five-minutes slot each, with one minute for the question and two
minutes for the answer from the Commissioner-designate, with the possibility of a follow-up
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question from the same Member of no longer than one minute, with one minute for the reply; then
a second round of questions with a three-minute slot each, based on the overall distribution of
speaking time among the political groups, including a representative from the non-attached
Members; then a third round of questions by the chair of the invited Committee with a three-minute
slot; then a final round of questions by the political groups in reverse order, also with a three-minute
slot each.

All the slots of three minutes will be divided into one minute for the question and two minutes for
the answer from the Commissioner-designate. Interpretation is provided in all 23 languages.

A last remark: in order to ensure the smooth running of the hearing, I will be very strict with the
speaking time and will not allow speakers, MEPs and Ms Zaharieva to exceed their allocated time —
so I'm sorry in advance for my role today!

1-0005-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Chair, I want to start by expressing my sincere
condolences to those affected by the devastating floods in Valencia. And I now, in the beginning,
will start in Bulgarian and I will continue in English.

YBaxKaeMM IIpeiceflaTeNy, yBaXaeMy UJIeHOBE Ha KOMMCMSATA IO NPOMMIUIEHOCT, W3CIEABAHUS M
eHepreTyKa 1 Ha KOMMUCHSTA 110 KYNTypa 1 00pa3oBaHye, 3a MeH e ToJIsIMa PVBIIIErist 1a O'blIa IIHeC C Bac.
Ilo HeoTHaBHa cedsix B monoOHa 3ama B Codusi, CIIyXeilKy Ha OBITapcKuTe IpauaHyu KaTo HapofeH
npencraButerl. brarogapenye Ha TO3M U OINUT M3MNUTBAM Hail-IbI00KO YBaKeHNE KbM Ta3U MHCTUTYLIS,
KAaTo IT1aChT Ha eBPOIEJICKMUTE IPaKIaHI.

CbpreyHo Onaronaps Ha GBIrapcKOTO MPABUTEIICTBO 33 HOMMHALMATA. 32 MEH € FOJLSIMa YeCT, Ye MOy YMX
OBEPMETO Ha mpercenatens Ha EBporerickara komucus, r-xa Ypcyna gou nep JlaiieH, KosITO Myt oBepH
OTTOBOPHOCTTA 3a TO3M CTpaTernyecky pecop. Bspsam, ue MOAT aIMMHMCTPATHMBEH U IIOIUTUYECKM OIIUT Ha
BMCOKO PaBHMLIE Ll MY IIOMOTHAT [a M3ITbJIHS 110 HAil-IOOpVSl HAUMH Bb3IIOKEHUTEe MM 3afauy KaTo
eBPOIEIICKM KOMUCap.

O6racTTa Ha NONMTMKATA, 33 KOSTO ChbM IIPEIUIOXKEHA, € B OCHOBAaTa Ha EBpomeiickaTa mporpama 3a
KOHKYpeHTOCII0cOOHOCT. TpsiOBa 1a IOCTaBMM HayKaTa i IHOBALIMMTE B LIEHThPa Ha HAILMTE NOMUTYKY, 32
ma ocurypum Osremero Ha Epomna. Tosa Gelue moruepTaHo B TPy BaxKHM HOKJIaia — Ha Jleta, Ha [Iparu u
Ha Xeiitop. B TO3M KOHTEKCT MMaM yecTTa Mla MPENICTaBsl Ipef Bac BU3MATA cu 3a pecopa ,,CrapTupaim
TIPENNPUSTIS, HAyYH) U3CTIENBAHNS U MHOBALIMN .

As President von der Leyen outlined, R&I must be at the heart of a stronger and more competitive
Europe. To unleash the full potential of R&I, we clearly need to invest more resources, more
strategically and in more coordinated way. Generative Al alone is estimated to add between EUR 2
and 4 trillion to industries, from pharmaceuticals to manufacturing. One third of the CO2
reductions we need by 2050 will come from green technologies that are not yet on the market. Our
R&I investments are lower than those of the US, China and Japan. Uncoordinated research efforts
across Member States also weigh on our innovation performance. If confirmed, [ will work tirelessly
to shift this course. Our biggest strength is our people, with their talent and creativity. We have
2 million bright minds that make Europe a global R&I powerhouse, with the second-highest
research output in the world. This is the heart of our solid research and innovation base. Europe’s
successes rest upon the cooperation and partnership of all its parts.

If confirmed, five key priorities will guide my action, for which I am asking your trust and
cooperation in the mandate ahead. They are united by my vision to construct a real European
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research and innovation union that will enable Europe to become the most competitive region in
the world.

My first priority will be to strengthen the European Research Area with a new ERA Act. First, we
must strive harder to reach our 3% GDP target for R&I. Today, we are only at 2.3% and this is clearly
not enough. Here, our ambitions should be matched by pragmatism. I believe that commonly
agreed national trajectories can help to achieve this goal despite different starting points. Second,
27 excellent but fragmented research strategies do not make a good European one. Ninety percent
of European public R&I comes from national and regional funding — a firepower nine times bigger
than Horizon Europe. Lack of coordination creates inefficient funding systems, discourages
mobility, and fails to exploit opportunities for cross-border cooperation. Third, we must make sure
that talent remains in the EU and avoid further brain drain. The fifth freedom of movement of
researchers, scientific knowledge and technology needs to be ensured. Freedom of research will also
be a core element of the act. I fully support the Parliament’s position on this matter. I also support
investment in research and technology infrastructures. EU funding has created a world-class public
network of supercomputers, and our Joint Research Centre hosts unique infrastructure. These
successes should inspire us in more critical sectors.

Next to the ERA Act, I will significantly expand our European Research Council to fund more
excellent research.

My second priority for the research and innovation union will be to make a leap forward for
European innovation and European start-ups and scale-up companies. The key challenge of Europe
is to mobilise more private investment into research and innovation. We must support our
companies much better to commercialise and scale up the innovation here in Europe. As Mr Draghi
highlights, many of them often fail to successfully pass the growth stage. Every start-up moving to
third countries to seek capital represents a waste of European resources, a loss of European jobs and
missed opportunities for our communities. We must stop Europe’s innovation drain. This starts by
addressing the two most critical challenges for our innovators: access to capital and excessive red
tape. This is why [ will strongly expand and enhance the European Innovation Council, offering
more opportunities, especially for disruptive and high-risk venture. The EIC is currently only able
to fund a tiny minority of excellent projects, only 8%. It highlights the enormous demand for
innovation funding. I will strengthen cooperation with the European Investment Bank and the
recently launched Trusted Investors Network to foster private co-investment with the EIC fund.

But funding is not enough. I will present a comprehensive start-up and scale-up strategy and
organise a European start-up and scale-up forum as quickly as possible. Specifically, our new
European Innovation Act will address regulatory and administrative burden for our innovative
companies. We need a 28th regime that will provide an attractive EU-wide status. I will also advance
promising instruments like innovation procurement and regulatory sandboxes.

My third priority will be to boost our research and innovation capacity in key technologies. Mr
Draghi pointed out that Europe cannot afford to remain trapped in middle technologies and
industries. This is why I will ensure that R&I efforts are coordinated and concentrated in key
technologies and areas with disruptive potential where we can build a global competitive advantage,
from green technologies to biotech and productivity-enhancing digital tech. We witnessed the
power of EU collaborative efforts in the rapid development of COVID vaccines that saved so many
lives.

A European strategy to promote life sciences by 2040 is imperative. This strategy, to be proposed
in 2025, will allow life sciences and biotech to remain a major driver of Europe’s competitiveness.
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If confirmed, I will also propose a strategy to increase the uptake of Al in science, which carries a
huge productivity potential. I also help to set up a European Al research council to support these
efforts. I will propose an Advanced Materials Act to enhance their development and production in
Europe.

Our research and innovation union must be inclusive in methods and substance. This leads me to
my fourth priority. As a minister, I built a track record in promoting women. You can count on me
to work relentlessly to promote women in R&I. Women outnumber men at graduate levels, yet hold
just one in four highest academic positions. This is not due to lack of talent, but to structural
barriers. I will present an action plan on women in R&I and start-ups, covering initiatives from
gender research to a safer workplace. [ will strive to achieve the target of 50 % women in all Horizon-
related boards, expert groups and evaluation committees. I will work to enhance the Marie
Sklodowska Curie actions, which is very successful in attracting female researchers. I want to
strengthen university alliances to provide more attractive career perspectives for our researchers,
including women and young people. Within the first 100 days of my mandate, I will organise a
youth dialogue, which I commit to hold annually.

My last, but certainly not least, priority will be an ambitious budget for our next framework
programme. For the past 40 years, our framework programmes have been a unique European and
global tool with clear impact. Not only they have supported unicorns and many Nobel Prizes
winners, including this year’s Nobel Prize winner of chemistry, Professor David Baker, they also
improved our citizens’ quality of life, created jobs and growth. Horizon 2020 returned between 5
and 11 euros for each euro invested, and Horizon Europe’s long term impact is estimated between
EUR 800 and 900 billion. Not bad. In line with President von der Leyen’s political guidelines, I will
do my utmost to increase our research and innovation spending. This simply makes economic
sense. We will need to continue to make sure that the whole of Europe benefits from the framework
programme. This is at the heart of the debate on widening, where progress has been made recently,
but much more needs to be achieved. And let me underline: for widening measures to be successful,
strong national efforts in R&I spending in all Member States will be crucial. To make the framework
programme even more impactful, I will strive for radical simplification and clear priorities.

From a global perspective, [ remain committed to promote international research and innovation
cooperation through a balanced approach that fosters reciprocity, a level playing field, and protects
our strategic autonomy and economic security. And [ am committed to include and work with
Ukrainian researchers and innovators as much as possible. If confirmed, I will also visit all our
Member States to seek their support and to hear the views of our universities, research
organisations, start-ups and SMEs. To achieve these goals, [ will count on the experience in these
committees and work as a team with Executive Vice-President Séjourné and Executive Vice-
President Virkkunen, but also Commissioner Serafin and other commissioners.

Honourable Members, I'm humbled to be the candidate to lead such a key portfolio for Europe’s
future. If confirmed, I will draw on my ministerial experience to oversee the work of two
directorates-general, but also on my true European commitment. [ promise to engage in strong and
intensive cooperation with the European Parliament. Next to the regular structured dialogue with
the ITRE Committee, I am ready to meet the coordinators of political groups on a regular basis to
discuss topics related to my portfolio. If confirmed, I plan extensive exchange with all of you
honourable Members on key aspects on R&I policy and on the next Framework programme.

I look forward to answering your questions in detail and in full transparency. Thank you for your
attention.
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1-0008-0000
Borys Budka, Chair of the ITRE Committee. — Thank you very much for the opening statement. This
is now the time for the political groups. I want to once again mention the rules for the first round.

[ will pass the floor to the coordinators of the political groups in the ITRE Committee in the order
EPP, S&D, PfE, ECR, Renew, Greens, The Left and ESN. Please remember that we have five-minute
slots. So first, Christian Ehler from the EPP. The floor is yours.

1-0009-0000
Christian Ehler (PPE). - Madam Commissioner-designate, first of all, good morning. Secondly,
take a deep breath. That’s not a tribunal — it’s a hearing. But I think we strictly come to the beef. I
mean, the high-level group chaired by Professor Heitor recently published its report. The report
highlighted the importance of an increased budget, as well as a more decentralised and flexible
governance structure. This is the only way, from our point of view, to ensure that the Europeans
will get a programme delivered that also works for the scientists and innovators.

My question will be: how will you stand up to ensure the independence of the programme, and
secondly, including the more expert-driven governments, and as you had been mentioned yourself,
a budget, which had been described as minimum of EUR 200 billion for the next Framework
Programme?

1-0010-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Danke sehr, Mr Ehler, thank you so much for your
encouraging words. Yes, we have really three very important reports, and the last one was Mr Heitor
report, and I did have a chance to speak with Mr Heitor for short, and I hope if 'm approved today
to have much more intensive dialogue with all the experts that proposed this very, very important
report for preparation of the next Framework Programme.

Because I have only two minutes, I will start with commitment to fight for an independent and
increased Framework Programme and support more expert-driven governance. I see clear benefits
on increased budget of R&I, and I will count on your support to convince the Member States, and
this is my goal, to work with them, to visit all of them, to meet finance ministers and convince them
that the best investment that they can do is in education and in R&L.

The evaluation of the Horizon 2020 and Horizon Europe clearly shows this is really important for
the growth and for European competitiveness. So, I'm in favour in decentralisation, in pillar two
and pillar three. Take the good example that we have of pillar one of the European Research Council
which is excellent, excellent, Council. I met with them and I'm really impressed of what they’re
doing. Take this good example and implement this in pillar two and pillar three.

1-0011-0000
Christian Ehler (PPE). - (start of speech off mic) ... would be the Commission wants to make a
consideration of the 'do no significant harm’ principle as part of the evaluation of horizon
proposals. However, there is no legal base for this in the Horizon Europe Regulation, the MFF
package or the Financial Regulation. It’s a political legacy from the Timmermans agenda, not a
legally sound approach. Will you commit to assessing the legal base of this approach, to sharing the
assessment with the Parliament, and if it’s necessary, to change the approach where it’s appropriate?
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1-0012-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Thank you, Mr Ehler. As you mentioned in your
question, the Commission already took some measures and they introduced amendments, in the
strategic plan for 2025-2027, which foresees that, in the future, applicants will not do this self-
assessment of the 'do no significant harm’ principle, but this will be done by the Commission, and
the goal is to decrease the unnecessary administrative burden. But I am committed to assess the
current approach and the new approach, and to share the assessment with the European Parliament.
And of course, if change is needed, to discuss with all of you possible changes if these measures that
are taken are not enough to decrease the unnecessary administrative burden to our applicants.

1-0013-0000
Dan Nica (S&D). - Doamni comisard desemnatd, aveti in fata dumneavoastra o provocare teribild,
si anume aceea de a putea s corectati ceea ce nu a functionat bine in cadrul programului Horizon
Europe. Avem o problemd de competitivitate la nivelul Uniunii Europene, iar in raportul Draghi
este spus foarte clar: una din cauzele principale o reprezintd modul in care, pe de o parte, resurse
insuficiente sunt alocate cercetdrii si inovdrii in Uniunea Europeand si, pe de altd parte, citre ce
directii merg acesti bani. Existd un sentiment, la nivelul cetdtenilor Uniunii Europene, destul de
mare, de nemultumire, pentru cd ei nu vad care sunt beneficiile acestor programe de cercetare si
dezvoltare si mai ales, aplicarea lor in viata de zi cu zi.

Aveti o problema si avem cu totii o problemd cu faimosul EIC. Deci partea de cercetare, pind cand
devine un proiect comercial, lipseste aceastd legaturd, iar modul in care EIC a functionat pAnd acum
a facut ca multe din aceste programe s nu poatd sd fie Commercial Ready, deci sd nu poata sa fie
disponibile din punct de vedere comercial si acest lucru reprezintd o provocare pentru mandatul
dvs.

A treia chestiune, doamna comisard desemnatd, o reprezintd modul in care se face evaluarea. Sunt
foarte multe situatii in care conteazd mai mult cine scrie un proiect, care sunt cei care depun
proiectele, dect care este continutul acelui proiect. Si acest lucru este impartasit in special de tarile
care sunt mai la inceputul dezvoltarii activitatii de cercetare si dezvoltare: Romania, Bulgaria, Grecia
si alte tdri, care se simt discriminate pentru cd ele pierd un avantaj competitiv, in primul rind pentru
cd ceea ce li se pune in discutie este care este numele si din ce tard provin acestia. Cum comentati,
doamnd comisard desemnata?

1-0014-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Thank you, Mr Nica, for your questions. In two
minutes [ will repeat that we have momentum with these three very important reports — the Draghi
report and the Heitor report, and before that the Letta report — so we should really work relentlessly
to achieve an increased budget for research and innovation, but not only through the European
funds. I would say this is clearly not enough.

In my introduction, I mentioned that actually Horizon is only one tenth public resources. So we
should work with Member States to motivate them to achieve the goals of a 3 % target to which we
all committed 22 years ago. It was 22 years ago that we all committed to reach the 3 % GDP target
for R&I. Private sector investments are really crucial. Actually, Europe is not doing bad in public
funding compared to the United States and China, even a bit better, but we are really lagging behind
in private sector investment.

I agree that we should work to have a more focussed framework programme, more targeted
priorities. I see six clusters in Pillar 2, but in reality it'’s more than 15 priorities. In my opinion, if we
have 15 priorities, this means that we have zero priorities. So we should be more focussed over the
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next framework programme. I commit to work with you and to manage to plan a much more
focussed framework programme with increased funding.

On your last question, I hear your worries.  heard these worries not only from you, but from some
of the stakeholders, coming not only from the widening Member States, that the problem is too
complicated, with unnecessary administrative burdens. So, because my time is running, I'm in
favour of implementing the blind evaluation and know that one pilot project already was
implemented. The DG is assessing now the implementation of this pilot project. But I'm in favour
to continue this blind evaluation process because we should increase trust in the programme.

1-0015-0000
Dan Nica (S&D). - Este o veste extraordinard: dupd trei ani de zile, DG RTD va incepe sd aibd un
proiect pilot pentru evaluarea firad nume. Doamna comisard desemnatd, sunt 31 de documente pe
care trebuie si le produc cineva care vrea si depund un proiect pentru cercetare. In loc s3 se ocupe
de cercetare, nu credeti cd sunt prea multe, 31 de documente?

A doua chestiune, revin la ceea ce v-am spus mai devreme: primii 10 recipienti care au primit bani
din programul de cercetare Horizon Europe la nivelul Uniunii Europene, toti au castigat mai multi
bani decat Romania. Nu este un pic ciudat, asa, ca sunt zece entitdti, marea lor majoritate private, si
cam aceleagi care de 10-15 ani primesc aceste sume de bani mai mult decat un stat membru care,
intamplitor, este al saptelea stat membru al Uniunii Europene, si acest lucru duce la o lipsd de
credibilitate a modului in care sunt alocate resursele si cum sunt evaluate aceste proiecte? Cum
comentati, vd rog?

1-0016-0000

Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — As I said in my introduction, there’s some progress
in the Widening measures, but still a lot have to be achieved. The data are positive: since the FP7
Widening countries have tripled their share in the programme. If this trend is preserved in Horizon
Europe, 15% of the grants, we will reach at the end of the programme from the Widening countries,
compared to nine under Horizon 2020.

Yes, [ agree with you. It's absolutely unnecessary for the applicants to provide 31 documents and
assessment and self-evaluation, et cetera, et cetera, so I plan to work for strong simplification in this
programme. [ don’t want to focus and to wait three years for the next framework programme. We
are in the middle of implementation of this one. So we plan to work on so-called 'two-phase
application’. The first phase to be only focused on the project, the core of the project, and if the
project is approved, the applicants will be asked to provide the other assessments and documents
and this will spare a lot of time and money for our beneficiaries.

1-0017-0000
Paolo Borchia (PfE). — Thank you and welcome. Well, the resources assigned to SMEs within
Horizon Europe are around 20 % of your overall budget. The European Innovation Council has
achieved its target of allocating 70 %, but the participation of the category remains lower than in
Horizon 2020.

In your written answers, you address the issue of creating a favourable environment for SMEs. So,
could you tell us more about your vision on this framework, and which further measures you intend
to adopt to break down administrative barriers, ensuring a more meaningful participation in
Horizon Europe and other programmes for SMEs, given the fact that SMEs represent around 98 %
of European enterprises?
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In this context, | would also like to know whether and how you intended to strengthen the PRIMA
Partnership in order to improve scientific cooperation between the EU and the Mediterranean area.

1-0018-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Thank you, Mr Borchia. Do give me a chance to
develop a bit more my answer to Mr Nica about simplification. As you rightly said, actually, 99 %
of the EU economy is SMEs and they give two thirds of the jobs in Europe. And the data that you
quote as well — 20 % of the funding to SMEs is clearly not enough in Horizon, if they represent 99 %
of the European economy.

In EIC, yes, it’s really focused on SMEs: 75 % of the funds go to the SMEs. But, speaking with SMEs,
with the stakeholders, actually their number one priority is simplification: 54 % of the SMEs known
from SMEs being start-ups or others, they want from us to simplify to reduce the red tape. Twenty-
one mentioned funding, so we should start with simplification. Just funding, increasing funding,
will not work if we don’t simplify.

So the European Innovation Act will be the main legislative vehicle for simplification, which will
include this first legislative qualification of what is start-up, which we miss, is very important,
regulatory sandboxes, innovative procurements and EU-wide status for our start-ups to be able to
work in the whole of Europe, and to shorten the time of award funding.

Today, it's 238 days in EIC. It’s clearly too much. And this is only for closing date to signing contract
—actually, it takes more than a month and a half for the applicants to prepare their application. So
in general, this means one year only to sign a contract. So [ hope that there will be many questions
on simplification. So I'll stop here and develop my ideas later during the hearing.

1-0019-0000
Paolo Borchia (PfE). — Thank you very much. Second question, very brief and straight: in your
opening statement, you stated that the European Parliament is the voice of the European people and
every one of us is very happy with it. But I would like to ask you, what is your position on the so-
called cordon sanitaire and how do you assess the decision to support it by your political group? Well,
yesterday, some of your future colleagues gave us some ’paste and copy’ feedback, so I would
appreciate your sincere assessment on this topic.

1-0020-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Thank you, Mr Borchia, I'm, of course, aware of the
so-called cordon sanitaire. 'm ready to work with every Member of European Parliament who is in
favour and supports the European values, to make Europe stronger, to make Europe more
competitive. And in my portfolio for increased budget, focused programme, focused priorities,
simplification — this is my answer to this question. And of course, support our security as well
because we are not going to be competitive without being secure.

So, I really believe and this is my firm belief, it’s not a talking point, that European Union security is
very much connected with what happened in Ukraine. And to be more precise, to help Ukraine to
win this war and to support them as long as necessary. So, I work with all of the Members in the
Parliament who support these values.

1-0021-0000
Elena Donazzan (ECR). — Un tema che non ¢ stato abbastanza trattato e per noi particolarmente
rilevante, ¢ quello della transizione energetica e del nucleare in particolare. C’¢ una crescente
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domanda di energie pulite e sicure. La ricerca nucleare avanzata, inclusa la ricerca sugli small modular
reactors e nel campo della fusione, potrebbe svolgere un ruolo fondamentale per garantire
quell’autonomia energetica di cui anche Lei ha parlato, in termini anche di ricerca, e contribuire
quindi alla riduzione delle emissioni di carbonio. Ebbene, quali azioni intende adottare per
rafforzare la ricerca e I'innovazione nel settore nucleare, tema sempre abbastanza, troppo delicato
e contraddittorio, in particolare con la valorizzazione delle tecnologie di nuova generazione e della
sicurezza? La seconda domanda: come pensa di promuovere una cooperazione piu stretta tra gli
Stati membri? Lei — I'ha sottolineato — vuole creare un ecosistema europeo: sul tema del nucleare, ci
sembra la cosa da fare immediatamente.

1-0022-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Grazie mille. We met during my preparation and
quite a lot of Members of Parliament asked me about my position of development of nuclear energy.
[ know it’s a very controversial topic, but 'm going to speak about research and innovation. Nuclear
research is really important to achieve climate neutrality by 2050. My plan is to propose you and
the Council to extend the Euratom research and training programme for the next years, 2026 and
2027, and it's Member State choice, the energy mix. And I'm going to stick to the long-standing
European Commission position to be technology neutral. But it doesn’t mean that we are not going
to support research in nuclear. It's important for nuclear safety. It's important, as I said, and it’s
mentioned in the Draghi report as well, actually, to achieve our climate-neutrality goals by 2050.
So, for SMRs, I continue to support the already established small modular reactor alliance and,
through the research and innovation programme and Euratom, to support research in safety of
small modular modular reactors, or SMRs, as is well known.

1-0023-0000
Elena Donazzan (ECR). - La risposta piace. Piace perché da indicazioni anche chiare. E allora la
seconda ¢ ancora pitt approfondita, ma diciamo che tocca il tema delle piccole e medie imprese, che
anche Lei ha sottolineato nel precedente intervento. Ci piace sottolineare che, come Lei ha detto, la
neutralita tecnologica deve fare da filo conduttore. Allora, come proviamo ad aiutare gli
investimenti privati? Lei 'ha detto nel suo precedente discorso: gli investimenti privati hanno
bisogno di chiarezza — anche Lei I'ha sottolineato — e di direzione, hanno bisogno di tranquillita, e
quindi una programmazione che possa essere nel lungo termine, e anche la proroga di Euratom
credo che sia una questione da sottolineare. Allora, I'ultima domanda ¢ quella legata proprio —
trattando di ricerca — alla mancanza di competenze che abbiamo. Lei ha parlato prima di cervelli da
trattenere, di ricerca che esiste: come possiamo diffonderla? Questa ¢ la domanda diciamo
principale per noi: che tipo di interventi vorra fare per migliorare le competenze in questo ambito,
cioe quello della ricerca nucleare per le piccole e medie imprese?

1-0024-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — The Euratom research and training programme is
a really excellent programme that we have, and it is a key programme for preserving our skills in
nuclear energy, so I will focus to develop the programme, and I rely on your support, as I already
mentioned. The key action includes support for the European SMR Alliance, as I already mentioned,
funding R&I projects for the safety of SMRs, education and training, including a nuclear skills
initiative. This initiative will be launched in the beginning of 2025, and I'm optimistic that we can
attract and support start-ups in this sector. We have already positive examples of some companies
like a nuclear fusion unicorn that recently relocated from UK to EU, and it particularly mentioned
that is because of the possibilities of European funds.
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1-0025-0000
Morten Lokkegaard (Renew).—Thank you very much, Chair, and good morning to you,
Commissioner-designate. I will follow up on what my colleagues already started the discussion
about SMEs and start-ups. I guess I will not be the only one in this room. This will not be the first
time. But since I had the chance now to talk about the bureaucratic hurdles that many start-ups are
facing.

In your written answers you outline strategies for reducing administrative burdens, such as
simplifying funding applications, streamlining reporting, creating a unified regulatory
environment, and so on and so forth, through the 28th regime. And this 28th regime, I think is key
here.

So my first question to you would be, what immediate actions will you take to start work on the 28
regime? Because I think it’s turning into a ghost some somewhat. We need to be more specific about
specific about it. So what would you do immediately when starting on this?

1-0026-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Thank you, Mr Lokkegaard. What I immediately
plan to do is to organise as soon as possible, in the beginning, maybe January, February, this start-
up and scale-up forum. We want to hear the stakeholders, actually what they need. I think we should
start simplification from the most urgent demand of our stakeholders.

As I already mentioned, actually the first priority for them, it's double more than funding, it’s
simplification. I will work very closely with my colleague, the Commissioner of Justice, to propose,
in 2025, the framework of this 28th regime, which is very, very needed and very expected from our
stakeholders, from the SMEs and start-Ups and scale-ups.

On simplification, I start to develop my question, but two minutes is really quite few time. So my
plan is to have a client-centristic policy. I really like what was mentioned in the Heitor report: trust
first, evaluate later. And I already mentioned this two-stage, so to say, two-phase application form.
And I plan to introduce the pilot project of this two-phase application in 2025. This will cut at least
half the time that is needed from the SMEs. Now it’s more than 35 days. And this is for the simple
project with not many applicants, 35 working days for them to prepare the application. Which is
too much. Really too much.

We have to use Al to help SMEs identify the funding opportunities. We have quite a lot of funds that
finance R&I. And sometimes it’s difficult for them to find the the right funding instrument for their
project.

1-0027-0000
Morten Lokkegaard (Renew). — Thank you very much for that answer. To follow up immediately
on that one, I think the two of us could agree that start-ups have the best understanding of their
own obstacles they face, so it’s important to listen to them. You already mentioned that you will
start this forum in February or March.

Yet we often hear complaints from the very same start-ups that, of course, people listen to them,
but that when it comes to the next step, it sort of stops and you can’t find a politician not supporting
start-ups, but that the next step is sort of a problem. How would you change this and actually
include the start-ups so we can be sure that this next step will be fulfilled?
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1-0028-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — That’s a really good question. Unfortunately it
happens, and they are right sometimes. I don’t plan this to happen. I have already actually started
meeting their communities —and they have quite well-established organisations in Europe. The plan
for this forum is exactly this, I mean to meet, and [ don’t want to make some new body.

I mean, we are very good in creating different structures, but actually my goal is to have this forum
as a more informal forum and really to meet on a regular basis, to discuss with the stakeholders and
to discuss in advance also what we propose. [ really don’t want to start with simplification and in
the end to have even more complicated legislation, which unfortunately happens sometimes. So
my plan is to have this consultation process very smooth through the whole legislative work — from
the idea to the first proposal to the draft — with coordination with the stakeholders.

1-0029-0000
Ville Niinist6 (Verts/ALE). — Ms Zaharieva, you already answered that you are going to work for
an independent Horizon Europe Framework Programme, and in that context, I would also like to
expand on it a bit more. Obviously, we will need a lot more research in Europe to be competitive in
the future, but more broadly as well in the long term, to invest in excellence as well, to make sure
that it’s high-quality research that we have in Europe, and we evolve our societies as a whole and
progress.

How do you make sure that we have guarantees to exclude any rechannelling of R&I money for
short-term needs in the EU budget? Because, you know, a robust and independent Framework
Programme needs to be robust and independent also during its mandate.

Secondly, we will also need a lot of basic research. We can’t have short-term industrial needs
answered by only moving money away from basic research to short-term innovation, because
innovation is based on the high quality of basic research in the long term. So how do you make sure
that we have also a stronger focus to reinforce basic research and to strengthen also social sciences
and humanities?

And thirdly, R&I spending is obviously something where we need to make sure that the Member
States are doing also more. How do you make sure that the leverage effect of the EU budget of R&I
increases the national spending? We overcome the 3 % of GDP target and even work to introduce a
new target of 4 % by 2030.

1-0030-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Thank you, Mr Niinisto — very important questions
you raised. We start from the from the end: the 3 % target was agreed 22 years ago, and I think we
should use the mechanisms that we have, like a European Semester, to motivate the reforms and to
reach the 3 % target as soon as possible. It’s really 22 years ago. And the problem is, as I already
mentioned, the private investments, as you also mentioned in your in your question: how to
motivate the private investment.

[ think we should use better the European funds, like for example, create a mechanism which
decreases the risk like cover for risk mechanisms, like guarantees, et cetera, et cetera. So I have quite
a lot of ideas. Of course, if 'm approved, I'm ready to share more details with you and work very
closely with the European Parliament on the budget.

We have a ring-fenced budget now — you're right — but at the end, we are almost always not able to
prevent that the budget is cut in the mid-term revision like it happens, actually, with EUR 2.1 billion,
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as far as [ remember. And when the Commission proposed the annual budget, for example, this
year it happened that the Council decided to cut the proposal of the Commission by
EUR 1 billion. So, unfortunately, ring-fenced doesn’t protect the money for research and
innovation.

And my plan s, and I really rely a lot on you, to work with the Member States, as  already mentioned
— otherwise, having ring-fenced doesn’t mean protected — to work with the Member States and to
show the results of Horizon, which are not well known, unfortunately, among the citizens, even
among maybe the finance ministers, to show them, to convince them that it’s really not useful, it’s
not good for European competitiveness to use Horizon Europe, our Framework Programmes as a
savings account for arising new emerging priorities.

1-0031-0000
Ville Niinist6 (Verts/ALE). — More concretely, what's happening now in Valencia and many other
places in Europe has a relation to climate change unfortunately, as well. People are losing lives and
also, concerning possibilities to continue with European investments in agriculture, and so on, we
need to also adapt to climate change, and we need to have solutions on that.

Research and innovation plays a key role also in climate solutions and we have the target of 35 %
spending today for climate in the framework programme. We would like to hear from you, as
Greens, that you commit to continue this commitment to achieve and even increase it beyond 35 %
of spending into climate solutions, in order to make sure that our societies are also resilient to the
unfortunate changes that are happening around us, and also find ways to mitigate climate change.

So how do you see that? Are you committed to make sure that we have effective, high-quality
spending on climate and that we achieve 35 % and also have it more as societal resilience spending?

1-0032-0000

Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner—designate. —Yes, Mr Niinisto, I commit to the 35 % target. I
spoke with the DG and we are really close to reach the target. I think we reached the 35 % target.
Unfortunately, we are 8.7 % on biodiversity at that stage, but this is a good development and I think
we will be able to achieve the 10 % target on biodiversity by the end of the programme.

As you rightly mentioned, it’s really important for our competitiveness, but also for our people’s
lives. Still half of global GDP depends on nature or the environment. So definitely we should invest
in research and innovation to reach our climate goals. It's a must. It's not a matter of choice. I don’t
want to choose between competitiveness and the environment. They should go hand by hand. We
are not able to be competitive without preserving our environment. It's the opposite: we are not
going to reach our climate goals without being competitive.

1-0033-0000
Per Clausen (The Left). — Over 42.000 palastinensere er blevet draebt, siden Israel begyndte sin
militeere offensiv i Gazastriben. FN mener, at der er tydelige tegn p4, at Israel har forbrudt sig mod
folkedrabskonventionen. Alligevel er EU fortsat med at allokere midler til israelske vabenfirmaer
gennem EU-Horizon Europe-programmet. Det inkluderer bl.a. Aerospace Industries, Israels storste
luftfarts- og militeervirksomhed, som har modtaget midler til nogle af deres projekter. Det sker pa
trods af, at Horizon-Europe-finansiering skal overholde menneskerettighederne, international lov,
og at EU-traktaten forbyder finansiering af operationer, der har militere eller forsvarsmaessige
implikationer. Vi ved ogsd, at der er blevet finansieret programmer gennem EU-Horizon, som i dag
bruges i Israels militaere aktiviteter i Gaza. Sa mit spergsmal er; "Hvordan vil du sikre dig, at der ikke
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tildeles Horizon-Europe-midler til israelske universiteter eller programmer, der er baseret pa besatte
omrader eller samarbejder med militaere aktiviteter, der direkte eller indirekte bidrager til
menneskerettighedskrankelser og krankelser af international lov?”

1-0034-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Thank you for this question. Horizon Europe will
continue to fund - I'll be very straightforward — Israeli researchers, but we will closely monitor that
the ethical rules and international law are respected, as actually we do with all of our applicants.
Israeli research companies and entities and organisations must comply with EU and international
law.

No project funded by Horizon Europe, which is Israeli participant, foresees defence relevant
funding. So there is no such kind of case. The DG evaluates and checks all the projects that we have
with Israeli researchers. We have a very strict monitoring system, which we implement under
Horizon, its compliance with the ethical principles, exclusive focus on civilian applications as you
all know, so no exception allowed to search approach.

Non-compliance will lead to recovery of EU funding or termination of the participation. But as I
already said, there is no project with participation of Israeli research organisations or universities or
companies which finance defence-relevant research.

So I think to conclude my answer, I'm not supportive to the idea to close the program based on
nationality. I don’t support this, this would be discrimination.

1-0035-0000

Per Clausen (The Left). - Jeg er meget glad for at hare, at du er enig med mig i, at det er af afgarende
betydning, at de projekter, som vi finansierer, at det er projekter, som ikke konflikter med
menneskerettigheder og international lov. Det haber jeg, man vil holde fast i fremover, fordi det er
ikke desto mindre sddan, at nogle af de militeere aktiviteter, Israel har i dag, jo er baseret pa nogle
projekter, som er finansieret i EU-Horizon, for eksempel droneprogrammet Skylord. Men jeg
noterer mig, at det vil der vaere steerk opmarksomhed pa fremadrettet, og det er jeg selvfolgelig glad
for. Et supplerende sporgsmal: En af konsekvenserne af krigshandlingerne i Gazaomradet er jo ogsa,
at den palastinensiske forsknings- og universitetsverden er blevet rigtig, rigtig hardt ramt. Jeg kunne
derfor godt teenke mig at sparge, om du har nogle overvejelser omkring, hvordan man igennem EU-
Horizon-programmet kan medvirke til at gennemfere en genrejsning af de palastinensiske
forskningsaktiviteter i forlaengelse af de begivenheder, der er nu.

1-0036-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Thank you for this question. Horizon Europe and
the DG tries to reach Palestinian researchers, but the truth is, in practice it’s difficult. We have two
projects now with engagement of Palestinian researchers and I can commit that we continue to do
our best with this really difficult situation, to find ways to support Palestinian researchers.

1-0037-0000
Petar Volgin (ESN). — YBaxaema rocrozxo 3axapuesa, o0moro pazbupane 3a EBpona, BKIIOUUTENHO 1
TOBA, KOeTO Gelie OTPaseHo B OKIana Ha Mapuno [Ipar 3a KOHKYPeHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa, €, ue EBpoma cuimHo
u3ocraBa o1 ChemmHeHnTe waty u Kurait B o6mactra Ha BUCOKMTe TeXHONMOrnu 1 uHosauymre. [lnpoko
pPasIpoCTpaHeHo € MHEHIETO, e 3apaiy BOMHATa B YKpailHa [epUOIBT Ha TEONOIMTIYECKA CUTYPHOCT €
npukrmouns 1 EBpora e Obie npyHy/eHa ga xapuy OrpOMHO KOJIIYECTBO [APH 38 CUTYPHOCT.
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Vima mpemnoxenue fa ce cb3name areHums B EBpoma, mo mpumepa Ha AreHUMATA 3a NMEPCHEKTMBHU
VM3CTIEIOBATENICKM MPOeKTH 3a orOpaHa Ha CpemuHenmte matu DARPA, kosto ma ¢unaHcupa
PEBOIIOLMOHHM TeXHOTIorMM. Bue, rocroxko 3axapuesa, cuuTaTe Jiu, Ye OCHOBHATA JIMHMS Ha eBPOIIeficKaTa
NONUTYKA B 00/IacTTa Ha MHOBaUMWUTE TPsOBA [Ia € CBbP3aHA NMPEIMMHO ChC CEKTOP OTOpaHa, KAKBAaTO
TeHIeHUMs ce ouepTaa? Jl Moxe 1y eqHa MUIMTapu3Mpana ce EBporna ga ocurypu B OefCTBUTEITHOCT
OCTaTHYHO CPENICTBA 32 MCTUHCKO MKOHOMIYECKO Pa3BUTIE, KAKTO 1 H0Opa colyanHa cpea, KOsTo 1a
Ch3IaBa YCIIOBUS 38 CTAPTBIIN, U3CTIEABAHNS Y MHOBALIMM?

Bammsr pecop M3NncKBa CIIOKOJHA cpena n 6]'[8.[‘0]16HCTBM6, d HE TPEBOKHOCT U BMCOKM BOCHHI 6}OH}KCTM.

1-0038-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, ranoudam 3a unen na Komucuama. — briaronapsi, rocrionys Bonrus, 3a Bbpoca.
He Eppoma wmmu YKpaiiHa 3anoynaxa Tasu BoiiHa. 3anouna s Pycusa. Taka ue, ma, mmame HoBa
reononuTiyecka cutyauus u Espora tpsiosa, EBponeitckusit chro3 Tps6Ba a paboTu 3a mogoOpsisaHe Ha
CUTYPHOCTTA CI.

W w3cnienBanmsTa, M MHOBALIMUTE B IPaXKIaHCKATa 4acT ChbBCEM HE € IPOTUBOIIOCTABSHE Ha TOBA J1a MMame
— 11 a3 JIMYHO MOJKpeILsiM, Ja — IO0Beve CPENICTBA 3a M3CTIENBAHYIS M MHOBALY B 00IACTTa HA OTOpaHara,
HO €[HOTO He e IPOTUBOIIOCTABS Ha Ipyroto. "XopusoHT EBpoma” e Qokycypana BbpXy IpakIaHCKOTO.
HsiMa BpBb3Ka ¢ MHOBaLMNTE M HayKaTa 3a orOpaHara. Ho na, Hue TpsiGBa — 1 a3 OOKpeIsiM — TYK He ¢ B
MOsI pecop, HO, aKo ObIa omoOpeHa KaTo WieH Ha Konexa, 3a ToBa EBpoma ha yBenuum 3HaUMTEITHO
pecypcuTe, CBbP3aHy C M3CIEIBAHMS Y MHOBALMM B 007acTTa Ha OTOpaHaTa.

Bue cnomenaxre DARPA. Ha MeH mmyHO MM ce MCKa HaumTe M3IIBIIHUTENIHN areHuyn B EBponeiickus
ChBET 3a MHOBALNY [1a VIMAT I10-CKOPO TAaKbB MOAXON Ha paboTa. Mora na gam envH npumep. Hampumep,
DARPA e Haii-ronsamara ¢unancupama uacruryumst B CALLL 3a Gopba ¢ paxa. Toect, MHOTO uecto
VM3CTIEABAHNATA M MHOBALVNTE, CBbP3aHM C OTOpAaHATA, BONAT [0 M3KIIOUMTENHO BUCOKA HOOaBeHa
CTOJHOCT 3a HaCeJIeHMETO.

1-0039-0000
Petar Volgin (ESN). — briaronapst, u €10 yTOUHSBALIMST MU BHIIPOC.

[Ie HanomMHs1, Ye Ipemyt BpeMe UTANMAaHCKISAT BeCTHYK La Stampa MHOTO TOUHO 0TOeIIs3a, Ue LeNuAT IIaH
Ha Mapuo [Iparn Moxe fa 6ble pe3loOMMPaH C KOHCTATALMATA, Ye B OCHOBATA HA BCUYKO € BOCHHATA
VIKOHOMJIKA, KOSITO TpsibBa [1a CTaHe MOTOp 3a PAa3BUTMETO HA BCSKAKBY Cdepy, BKIIOUMTEIHO M Ha
VIHOBALIMNTE, 32 KouTO Bie 1me oTrosapste. Beue ce roBopy, ue TpsiGBa 1a ce yBenmuyaT BOCHHNUTE OIOIXKeTH
Ha CTPaHNTe WICHKM OT ceramuute 2% ot bBII noxe Ha 3%. [Iparu ncka u pe¢opmupane Ha EBporneiickust
cpBeT 3a mHoBaumu. llenta e m Toii ja sanmpuimMya Ha AMepMKAHCKAaTa areHUMs 3a HanpedHau
V3CIIeOBATENICKMU IIPOEKT B 0071acTTa Ha 0TOpaHaTa. Ha goHa Ha ouakBaHOTO MUNMTapy3MpaHe Ha EBpora
CHBCEM JIOTMYHO € KOHILEMNIMATA 33 NPeCTPYKTypupaHe Ha EBporeiickus chBeT 3a MHOBaLmM Ha Obae
IO/IYMHEHA Ha 3aauMTe 3a NOBMIIABaHe Ha CUTYPHOCTTa B EBpora.

Hle ycreere 1, roCloXo 3axapmeBa, Ha MpegoTBpaTUTE IIPEBPBIIAHETO HA U3CTIEABAaHNATA I MHOBALIMUTE
B IIOpegHaTa O6J'IaCT, B KOSITO BOJMHATA 1Ie HO66HI/I MI/Ipa? Wnu cMmsTarte, ye TpH6Ba Ha XepTBaMe BCMYKO B
VIMETO Ha TOBA IIda ITOOKPEIIAIME YIIPABIIABAIINTE B KueB HesicHO mokora?

1-0040-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, ranoudam 3a unen Ha Komucuama.— A3 CuIHO ce HafsiBaM MUPBT 11a 1iobemm
BOJTHATA M MUCJISL, Y€ HALIATa CUTYPHOCT, ¥ CbM yOelleHa 1 BPBaM, 4e HalllaTa CUTYPHOCT € CBbp3aHa C TOBa
YkpaitHa a mobemy B Tasu BOiiHA. VI, Ma, cumtaM, 4e pecypcute M yCUIMSTA, KOUTO HUE Tojiarame fia
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TNONINOMOTHeM YKpaitHa Ja mobeay, He ca 3arybeHy mapy 3a Hac. Te ca MHBeCTMIVS B HAIIaTa CUTYPHOCT.
YKpaliHa BOIOBA 33 HalllaTa CUTYPHOCT.

I[To oTHOIIEHMe HA HOKNada Ha ]lpam — a3 HE 4YeTa TOUHO TaKa HOKJIaIa Ha ]lpam. ]Ia, TOV dKIEHTpa
BbpXYy TOBa, Y€ HUE TpH6Ba HOa yBeNMNUMM, KaKTO Ka3ax, M3CJICIBaHMATA ¥ MHOBALUUTE B o0mnacrra Ha
CUTYPHOCTTA. " a3 [IOOKPENAM TOBA, HO IBE OT TPUTE ITIaBM B HETOBUSA [OKIIAM, aKO €€ HE JIbXKa, Ca
IIOCBETCHN Ha M3CIIEOBaHMATa M MHOBALMUTE UM KaK Oa YBEIMUMM M [1a [IO]IO6pI/IM TO3U BaXe€H I
CTpaTernmueCcKn CEKTOp.

1-0041-0000
Borys Budka, Chair of the ITRE Committee.— We have just finished the first round and we are about
15 minutes over time, so let’s switch to the second round and immediately to the ITRE members.

1-0042-0000
EBa Maiinen (PPE). — YBaxkaema rocrnoxo KaHIuaT 3a eBpOIMeiicKM KoMimcap, 1oOpe mouiia B Hauata
komucusa! Hue, Tyk B komucusra ITRE, cme 1106pe 3aIl03HaTY CbC CTATMCTMKATA M TaHHUTE, a Te ca, Ye B
HAKaKbB BUI EBpoma e egHa HayuHa cymepcuna. 3allOTO OKOJIO €[IHA TpeTa OT CBETOBHUTE HAYYHM
nyOnuKanyy usat o EBpomeiickust cbio3. B cbioTo BpeMe EBpona vMa HelponopuyoHasHo rosisiM 6poit
Hocuterm Ha Hobemnosu Harpamm. Camo 3a 2020 romuua mmame okono 150 000 matenta, Kouto ca
nonaneny B EBponeickoTo naTeHTHO BEIOMCTBO.

Bbrpekn ToBa 0baue, KaTO KOHTMHEHT M30CTaBame B cdepaTa Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA, KaTo Ce
cprioctaBuM ¢ appxasu Kato CALLL m Kurail. A3 BUHArM CbM CMSTAITA, Ye eIHa OT OCHOBHUTE LeNu TPsIOBa
ma Oble Kak [a HACTUTHEM Te3W CTPaHM upe3 BHEIPsBAHE HA MHOBALMUTE ¥ MOIEPHM3MPAHE Ha
eBpOIIeJICKaTa MKOHOMMKA. B MOMeHTa pasnornaraMe ¢ OKOIO 95 Muimapna 3a Hay4Hy M3CIeBaHmus, KaTo
HAVI-TOTIEMILSIT JISUT OT TO3M OIOIIKET € MMEHHO B Iporpamara "Xopu3oHT” — Hafl 53 Munmapia espo.

3aToBa MOST BBIPOC KbM Bac e: VImate mu mpes Kak [1a ce mpeopyeHTMpa GMHAHCHPAHETO 3 HAyUYHM
VI3CTIENBAHMS, 3a [1a MOXKe €BpOIE/iCKaTa HayKa Na Cb3laBa MHOBALMM, KOUTO Ja MONPUHACAT 3a
MOJIEPHM3ALMSTa HA MKOHOMYKATA U B CBLIOTO BpeMe, pasdupa ce, TOBa 1a CTUMYIIMpPa MKOHOMMYECKIS
pacrex?

1-0043-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, ranoudam 3a unen na Komucuama. — briaromaps By, r-xxo0 Maiinern. Ile ce omram
ma G'ba KpaTka, Makap e TOBa € BbIIPOC, KOWMTO ChC CUTYPHOCT HsIMa 11a ChOepe 0TTOBOpPa ML B JIBE MUHYTH.

Taka e, npasa cre. [onsmara pasnuka Mexny Hac ¥ ChedMHEHNTe aMEPMKAHCKM ATy, HO U Snonus, u
1300110 OMM3KNTE 10 HAC IBP>KABY € B YaCTHMTE MHBECTMLMM B M3CenBaHus 1 nxosatwm. 1lle nam eqxn
npymv nanay, 40, camo 40% OT eBponeicKuTe IpyzKecTBa MHBECTVPAT B M3CTIEABaHVS M MIHOBALMM, 56% e
nesT B CheIMHEHNTe aMePUKAHCKY ATy, Ol NO-BUCOK e Tou B AAnonns u B FOxna Kopes. I1pasa cre,
TOBa € CTHIO 2. A3 MUCIIS, Ue Beye YCIIsIX J1a CIOMeHa, TaM e, Taka fa ce Kaxe, Hail-TOJIeMISAT Pecype ot
"Xopu30HT” € B CTHIIO 2, KOitTo Ou TPsIOBANO [1a CTUMYIMpPa CHTPYAHNYECTBOTO B MHOBALIMMTE M HAYKaTa
MEXJIy YaCTHMS CEKTOP M YHUBEPCUTETHUTE, M IPYTMTe OpTaHM3alyyM, KOUTO Ce 3aHMMAaBaT C HayKa U
V3CIIEBAHYSL

Kakso Tpsi6Ba ma Hanpasum? TpsibBa a cme MHOro no-$pokycupanu. Tpsi6a ma npuoputusupame. ToBa,
KOeTO 3a0erisi3BaM B IPOrpamara, e, e 0co0eHo 1o cTbib 2 Kato ye i ymmca ¢pokyc. Hampasen e omut u
10 Hemour B "XopusoHT EBporna” ;ma ce Hamanmm OposT Ha MapTHHOPCTBATa, OT Ham 140 B MOMeHTa ca
npensuaeHn 60, crapTupanu ca 49 oT TAX, aKO ce He JTbXKa. B chIIOTO Bpeme obaue TOBa, KOETO ce
3a0es1s13Ba, € CIIOKHO yIpaB/ieHye M He TOCTAaThYHO epeKTMBHA CUCTeMa 32 M3MepBaHe Ha pasMepa Ha
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YaCTHUTE MHBECTMINY, T. €. IPMHOCA HA VHIYCTpusTa mo To3u crhibd. Ilo-no6sp Pokyc u no-nobup
MEXaHM3bM 3a M3MEpBaHe U MHCTPYMEHTH, KOMTO M1a Ch3[IaBaT CTUMYII B YaCTHMSI CEKTOP [1a MHBECTMpA B
VIHOBALIMM 1 HayKa.

1-0044-0000

IIBetenuua IlenkoBa (S&D). — 3npaseiite, r-x0 3axapuesa, mobpe TOULTM HA THEUIHOTO M3CITYLIBAHE.
[lle Hacouya MOs BBIIPOC B KOHKPETMKA KbM CTAPTHIINTE, Thil KaTO B Kpas Ha M3MMHAIMAS MaHIAT
EBpOIE/CKMAT MapiiaMeHT mpye eyH TOKIIAM, B KOJTO SICHO Ce TI0Ka3a HeOOXOMMMOCTTA OT YKPEIBaHE I
Ch3IaBaHe Ha paboTelna eBpoIelicka eKOCHCTEMA 3a MOMIMOMAraHe Ha CTapTMpaliuTe NpennpusTus. B
3aKJTIOYEHNETO HA TO3M JOKJIAN Oelle SICHO Ka3aHO, ue elHA OT OCHOBHMTE IPEYKM € JIAICATA Ha
XapMOHM3MpPaHa AeQUHMLIS 32 CTAPTUPALLUTE PETIPUATHUSL.

Borpocst Mu e: Ha kakbB eTan e EBponerickata KOMUCHS IIPY M3TOTBSHETO Ha Ta3y DeduHums? B Kaksa
nocoka ce popmupa Ts? 3alOTO TOBA € EMHCTBEHMAT HAYMH, IO KOMTO MOXEM [a rapaHTupame
$uHAHCHpaHe 1 Pa3BUTIE HA HALUUTE CTAPTUPALIY IPEANPUSATIAS U TIXHATA KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT.

Bropu Bbripoc: Kaksy ca KOHKpeTHUTe 3aKOHOHATENHN MHUIMATUBY, 3a [1a MOXKEM HAaMCTMHA [1a 3abPXKIM
CTapTUpaLITe NPENNPUATIS U MITauTe OpennpyueMaun B EBpomna?

U na nocnegHo Mscto: OcBeH HACTOSIINTE CY6CI/IJII/II/I, 3a€MI U rapaHUMM, KaKB/ pe€amHO JOIbIIHUTETHN
(1)I/IHaHCOBI/I MEXaHM3MM MOTaT a C€ IIPEIBUIAT, TaKa U€ 1a C€ HAChbpUaT YaCTHUTE MHBECTULIMN B CEKTOpPA
Ha MHOBaLMMTe Y TexHonoruuTe? Thil KaTO CbM CBITIACHA C TOB4, KOETO Ka3axTe, Ue eAMHCTBEHO U CaMO C
HY6HMLIHI/I CpencTBa HsAMA Kak fa M3rpanum KOHKypeHTOCHOCO6Ha MKOHOMMKaA. Bnaronapﬂ Bu.

1-0045-0000

Ekaterina Zaharieva, randudam 3a unen Ha Komucuama. — bnaromaps By, r-xo Ilenkosa. Mckam na
3anoyHa ¢ 6narogapHocTy KbM [lapriamMeHTa 3a T03u TOKIIAJ ¥ IMYHO KbM Bac, 3111070, JOKONKOTO 3HaM,
Bue cTe HOKITamumMK 110 TO3M IOKIIAf M TOi HAUCTMHA € MHOTO JOOpa OTIPaBHA TOUKA U € CTPAILIHO I0JIe3eH
3a paborata Ha Komucusra mo tasu tema. Taka ue Omaromapst Ha [lapnamenTa u muuHO Ha Bac 3a To3n
HaMCTVHA BaKeH JIOKIIaJl.

Topa, K0oeTo Beue MMax Bb3MOXKHOCT fla CIIOMEHa, e, ue Hall-BaxkKHaTa 3agava, egHa oT ITbpBUTE 3allayly,
KOUTO 1I€ MaMe, € HaCTNHA Cpella CbC CEKTOPA, 3alI0TO, KaKTO Bue cnoMeHaxre, 1 KaKTO MUCIIS, Ye € U
B JOKJIa1a, HAMCTVHA IMa MHOTO pa3/IMuHU UTIEN 3a OTIpENENeHNsd, a 0e3 jieranya Heq)I/IHI/IIlI/Iﬂ 3d TOBa KaKBO
€ CTapThII I MTHOBATUBHU KOMITIaHVY, HAMA KdK [1a OIIPENEIINM o0OxBaTa HaTO3M 28 PEXUM, KOJTO LIETINSAT
CEKTOp O4akBa C rojIsIMO HETBbPIICHME. Pazmuunm ca umenTe, Taka e. 3a Te3u MeM HaUCTMHA MHOTO IIe
pa3unTaM Ha TOBa Ha KaKBO OIIPEIETIEHE B Kpaﬁma CMETKa 1€ Ce CIIPEM, Ha eKCIiepTi3aTa 1 B HapnaMeHTa,
HO U Ha INPEKUMATA GRC, xosTO emuHCTBEHA MIpenoCTaBd HayYHUTE TaHHU. Beue nmMaMe HSKOJKO TaHHH,
TOECT aHaJIN3 Ha TOBAa KOJIKO KOMIIaHMY, PETUCTpUPAHM KbM MOMEHTA B EBpona, e 6’1)]18.T 3acerHatu. U
TOBA € MBKIIIOUUTEITHO BaKHA pa60Ta 1 11e ce 11030BaBaM M Ha HaykaTad, KOIraTo IPENJIOKMM Ha Ball€TO
BHUMaHIE ITPOEKT Ha OIIPETICIICHNE.

EBpomeiickusT akT 3a MHOBALMM 0Oaue HsIMa [1a Ce OTHACS CaMO 3a TOBA, 3aLIOTO ChBCEM He € CaMO JIMIICATa
Ha 00w cratyc 3a uemust EC, KoiiTo liie IOIIOMOTHe KOMITAaHMUTE 1a PAa0OTAT B IbPKABUTE WICHKM, KaTO
efyHeH nasap. Te MMaT cepyo3HM POOIIEMH B TECTBAHETO Ha IIPOIYKTUTE CH, 3HAeTe MHOBaTMBHMTE. ToecT,
Tpsi0Ba [1a ObIIeM MO-TbBKABY. Beue MMa, MeXIy IPYTOTO, pasN4Hy 3aKOHOIATEIIHY MHULMATIBY, KOUTO
TONIIIOMATAT TECTBAHETO B peasTHa Cpella, HO Te ChbBCeM He Ca JOCTaThUHM, TOeCT, TPsIOBa [1a MIMaMe elIVH I10-
I'bBKAB 1 TIO-YHUPULMPAH TOIXON B Ta3u cepa.

CnoMeHatyt 6s1xa 11 OOLIECTBEHNTE NIOPBUKY MM TaKa HAPEYEHNUTE "MHOBATYBHY OOLIECTBEHN MOPBUKM”.
Vi3kmountenHo usocrasa EBpona B cpaBHeHMe ¢ AMEPMKAHCKUTE 1ATH, TIOYTY HE ce HNPWIaraT Takuba
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O6IJ.[6CTB6HI/I IIOPBUKM, KOETO HamallfABa, a4 TOBA € €OMH €KCTpa MHCTPYMEHT 3a (bMHaHCMpaHC Ha
mnHoBauyure. U e CIlpa OOTYK, 3allI0TO BE€YE€ CbM MHOTO MI3BbH BPEMETO. Bnaronapﬂ BI.

1-0046-0000
(Diego Solier interrupted and stated (off mic) that he would not be using his speaking time)

1-0047-0000
Eszter Lakos (PPE).—Commissioner-designate Zaharieva, you're certainly aware of the
interinstitutional fight related to the association agreements to Horizon Europe. I'm referring to
category D countries and the novel solution adopted via the chapeau agreements and the
establishment of joint committees that they are entitled to scrutinise and also to conclude the
association agreements to different EU programmes.

And they bypass, basically, the European Parliament consent, and the European Parliament
disagrees with this novel structure that is running across the MFF, because it does not allow the
Parliament to exercise its powers and its prerogatives based on the Treaty on the Functioning of the
EU —I'm referring to Article 218(6) —and in addition, it also neglects the interinstitutional balance.
So this approach, in our view, should be revisited.

So my question to you would be: what are the guarantees that you give to the European Parliament
that in the future you will refrain from tabling these kind of general agreements and you will ensure
that the Parliament is fully involved in the decision-making process?

And if we talk about the association, please allow me an additional question, which is dear to my
heart. It’s related to the Western Balkan countries. What are your plans to support the integration
of these countries to the European Research Area? And [ would be happy if it was not only widening
participation measures.

1-0048-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Thank you, Ms Lakos. I will start with your first
question. I am aware [ have spoken with many of you, and many of you have raised this concern.
What I can say in this stage is that [ am really open to find ways with the European Parliament to
give you a greater say on future association agreements.

Transparency vis-a-vis the Parliament is a really high priority for me. And I'm committed to timely
share on the equal basis as co-legislators all the relevant information during the negotiations and
implementation phases to these agreements, and [ stand ready to offer additional information upon
request, and to really to work with you to find a solution to this long-standing dispute between the
Parliament, the Commission and the Council.

About the Western Balkans, it’s also a topic dear to my heart. During Bulgaria’s first presidency of
the Council, we put it very high. I think it was a priority of the priorities of Bulgaria. It was a
European perspective of the Western Balkans.

So I'm very happy that they are fully integrated into the European Research Area. They were
included with all the Western Balkans countries and partners in this year’s area monitoring report.
So we have to work with them very closely. They will be members of the European Union someday,
so it's a win-win, and I'm ready to discuss with you other ideas and proposals, if you have any
direction.
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1-0049-0000
Julie Rechagneux (PfE). - Madame la Commissaire-désignée, le 21 mars 2024, lors du sommet sur
I'énergie nucléaire, plusieurs industriels ont adopté une déclaration commune appelant a une plus
grande prise en compte de I'énergie nucléaire dans les politiques environnementales, sociales et de
gouvernance du systeme financier international. La Banque européenne d’investissement était en
réalité particulierement visée lors de ce sommet puisqu’elle a, ces dernieres années, préféré favoriser
le financement de projets d’énergies renouvelables aux projets d’énergie nucléaire.

Surlaseule année 2021, par exemple, la BEI a accordé plus de 10 milliards d’euros d’'investissements
pour les énergies renouvelables, alors qu'elle n’a accordé, depuis 'an 2000, qu'un milliard d’euros
pour des projets nucléaires. Thomas Ostros, vice-président de la BEI, avait d’ailleurs annoncé lors
de ce sommet que la BEI se concentrerait en priorité sur les énergies renouvelables jusqu’en 2030.

Le nucléaire, vous l'avez rappelé, est une énergie stre et décarbonée, et c’est surtout un maillon
essentiel pour atteindre I'objectif de neutralité climatique que I'Union européenne s’est imposé.
Concrétement, comptez-vous donc, dans le cadre de votre mission, encourager la Banque
européenne d’investissement a financer les projets liés a 'énergie nucléaire?

1-0050-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Thank you for this question. Yes, I already
mentioned that, nuclear is important for reaching our climate goals for 2050. I already spoke with
the President of the EIB, discussing not nuclear in particular, but discussing how we can cooperate
better to increase the funding in innovations and to support our start-ups and SMEs in our joint
endeavour to boost and pull more private investment. So I will continue discussion with the EIB. I
think that we have to work very closely with the EIC and EIB instruments that we have, and I will
sum up that in innovation and research, it's really important to reduce our emissions. So we have
to continue this focus that we have in Horizon and actually I think 48 % of the projects under pillar
two, which is a collaborative pillar, are linked with climate projects, and majority of them are linked
to it with energy.

1-0051-0000
Carlo Ciccioli (ECR).-1 paesi dell'Unione europea si trovano ad affrontare la trappola dello
sviluppo dei talenti, caratterizzata da un esodo giovanile, frequentemente extraeuropeo, di
proporzioni strutturali. Di pit, paradossale, questi paesi formano i talenti, investono nell'istruzione
e poi li perdono. Sappiamo che il nostro mercato unico € un potente motore di scambio territoriale
e che la liberta di movimento ha generato grandi benefici. Tuttavia, questa narrativa spesso non
rispecchia la realta delle regioni meno strutturate, dove la fuga dei cervelli rappresenta una grave
minaccia allo sviluppo locale con 'impoverimento del territorio. Le iniziative come il SER, lo Spazio
europeo della ricerca, puntano sulla mobilita dei ricercatori e dei giovani talenti, ma non si parla di
diritto a restare per coloro che desiderano contribuire allo sviluppo delle proprie comunita locali.
Quali azioni concrete intende adottare nella legge sullo Spazio europeo della ricerca — inclusa nella
Sua lettera di missione — per garantire un equilibrio tra il sostegno alla mobilita e la creazione di un
ambiente attrattivo, che valorizzi e trattenga i talenti nelle loro regioni di origine? Contiamo molto
sulla Sua competenza.

1-0052-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Thank you, grazie mille, for this question. It’s very
dear to my heart. I'm coming from Bulgaria. In all the so-called central or eastern European Member
States, one of the biggest challenges that we face is brain drain, so it’s a topic very dear to my heart.
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So, yes, 'm committed to work, and I mentioned in my introduction that the biggest asset that we
have is the talent. We can double, triple the money, we can simplify our procedure, but I think the
most important goal that we should have is to retain the talents in Europe and to attract new ones,
not only to retain ours to remain here, but to attract new ones. Because without the talent, there will
be no research and innovation. I didn’t have the chance to speak that much about the ERA Act, one
of the most important act, I think, in my portfolio. One of the focusing areas will be also this
retaining talents. How? [ think it’s naive to think that we will be able to have an equal payment in all
the Member States because the development of GDP is different, but at least what we can have is
minimum standards for young researchers and innovators and for women innovators and
researchers, and I'm ready to work with the regions as well, with the university alliances, which is a
very powerful tool in the instrument that we created to listen to ideas. But what is really urgent is to
create and to propose minimum standards. Better salaries, better conditions, good contracts for our
researchers. But last but not least, it’s really important the research infrastructure, so that's why one
of the priorities for my mandate will be to propose research and technology in strategy to develop
our infrastructure.

1-0053-0000
Ivars Ijabs (Renew). — Thank you Commissioner-designate for your answers, but  have a little bit
more specific question. Thank you for your commitment to Widening, we fully support that in the
Renew group, and also the issue of the blind evaluation, which was mentioned at the very
beginning. I think this is really an important step to improve the governance of the Framework
Programme.

But you mentioned already several times that it’s really necessary to induce the domestic spending,
the public spending in the Member States. What are the ways you propose to do that? Because we
have been speaking about this issue for a very long time, and they say that basically, especially taking
into account the recent challenges, meaning the Covid pandemics, and also, of course, the Russian
full-scale aggression in Ukraine, the research spending in some Member States has gone down and
not up.

So what are your proposals? How would you, as a Commissioner, work with the Member States to
make this happen?

1-0054-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Thank you, Mr Ijabs. I think, as you rightly
mentioned, national budgets face quite a lot of challenges. You mentioned Covid, the war —
completely right —, the increases prices of electricity and the measures that all the Member States
took to support the industries and the households to survive, it was a matter of survival for some of
them during these difficult periods when Russia was blackmailing us with gas and other sources
that we are really very naive to think that if they rely on us, they are not going to start this war, if we
are buying the products from them.

How? Really by dialogue. I don’t have other tools. The tool that I already mentioned is the European
Semester, and [ am committed to work on the European Semester and to have a stronger focus in
the European Semester on research and innovation spending, but also reforms, which are really
important because without reforms, the funding is not enough. This is my motto: funding is not
enough itself. We should implement the reforms as well. So, through dialogue, speaking with
finance ministers, that's why I'm mentioning them, not only with research and innovation ministers
or ministers of science — depends on the structure of the Member States — because they are all
supportive, of course, but we should have a really very intensive dialogue with the finance ministers,
with the ministers of economy, to show them the results, to show them the added value.
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And I think we have a really good momentum with the Draghi report, which is very economy-
oriented report. I mean, we have real momentum and we should use this momentum.

1-0055-0000
Lina Gédlvez (S&D). - Ms Zaharieva, welcome to the European Parliament. As we have discussed,
you will have a very key portfolio for achieving European competitiveness, but also for doing it in
a just and inclusive way. So we are glad to hear about your commitment to a strong budget for
research and innovation, to international cooperation, to territorial cohesion, and also for achieving
climate goals and for regulating the use of artificial intelligence on science, which is very much
linked to open science and data and is showing already great possibilities, but also worries among
the scientific community.

Of course, I'm glad to see your clear commitment to gender equality on research and innovation.
So will gender equality plans continue to be an eligibility criterion in the next 10th Framework
Programme?

1-0056-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Yes, I'll be very much focussed on gender equality.
The data are really not positive. As I already mentioned, women outnumber males in graduate
levels, but when it comes to highest possible academic positions, we are really not doing well. It’s
even worse in innovation. In only 1 % of the projects that the EIC granted, the companies were
managed by, or the CEOs were, women. So can you imagine? It's nothing.

We will continue to implement the gender balance plan to be part of the evaluation process of the
projects, to work to reach the target. Horizon is unique in that perspective, actually, as I think it’s
one of the few programmes that have a clear target, like 50 % participation of women in all related
Horizon boards, expert groups and evaluation committees.

So I'm very much committed to work with you, with the Member States — it’s really important with
universities and research organisations. How to increase the share of women in research and
innovation has links also with what I was mentioning, considering the previous questions about
how to retain talent. I mean, these minimum standards. It’s really very important to make this
profession attractive for women, because the data shows that they start working and they leave very
often their work as researchers and innovators.

1-0057-0000

Angelika Niebler (PPE). — (Beginn des Redebeitrags bei ausgeschaltetem Mikrofon) ... Verehrte Frau
designierte Kommissarin, die Forderung von Start-ups, Scale-ups und KMU ist, Sie hatten es
angesprochen, ja  fir die Zukunft Europas entscheidend. Das  kiinftige
Forschungsrahmenprogramm und auch der European Innovation Council werden dabei eine ganz
wesentliche Schliisselrolle spielen. Sie hatten angekiindigt, dass Sie den European Innovation Council
reformieren mochten. Und Sie hatten jetzt schon mehrfach auch hier angesprochen, dass privates
Investment gerade fiir Start-ups und Scale-ups von ganz entscheidender Bedeutung ist. Ich freue
mich, dass Sie auch den Draghi-Bericht schon mehrfach erwihnt haben. Draghi hatte ja in seinem
Bericht davor gewarnt, dass wir in Europa in der sogenannten middle technology trap stecken bleiben
konnten, durch die das Potenzial disruptiver Innovationen nicht ausreichend ausgeschopft und
damit Europa auch im Wettbewerb gerade mit globalen Technologiefithrern zuriickfallen wiirde.

Meine Fragen — ganz konkret erste Frage: Was wollen Sie machen, um Start-ups, Scale-ups und KMU
im kommenden Forschungsrahmenprogramm besser zu fordern? Zweite Frage, auch konkret:
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Haben Sie schon Vorstellungen, wie die Reform des European Innovation Council ausgestaltet sein
konnte? Und drittens noch mal das Thema, privates Investment zu mobilisieren: Ich halte das auch
fr ganz zentral, und wenn Sie das noch konkreter ausfithren wiirden, wire ich sehr dankbar.

1-0058-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Danke sehr, liebe Frau Niebler. I will try to be very
focused. You raise a really important question. Creation of strategic of task force for start-up and
scale up — I am very focused to do this as fast as possible to be able to deliver really very fast on
strategy. I'll propose a very comprehensive strategy, but strategy is not enough.

What is important is to implement the strategy, like the European Innovation Act. The measures
that I already have had a chance to introduce, answering the previous questions. To shorten the time
to award funding is really important. Today is 238 days in EIC. Yes, I'm in favour of implementing
ARPA style in EIC and more specifically in the first part, which is really useful. That means to
strengthen the competencies of managers. They are very skilled people. They have to have bigger
flexibility and autonomy to decide where to finance, how to finance, and also to decide to stop
financing, which is very important, I think, with the limited resources that we have. We should not
continue to finance projects that obviously don’t give results, so we should be brave to recognise
this.

We have to implement — I think it’s really important —the novelty that should start to be
implemented —and I hope to be successful — the strategic technologies for Europe platform, the so-
called STEP novelty, which is EUR 300 million and give opportunity to finance our start-ups with a
big amount of money. Now it’s up to EUR 15 million. It will be up to 30 million, which is also very
important. But it’s really key — you mentioned the private investor — how to de-risk projects and
allow more private investment funding and, of course, create a grant and work very closely with the
so-called institutional investors. Without them, we are not going to succeed in this.

1-0059-0000
Benedetta Scuderi (Verts/ALE). — Thank you, Chair, and thank you, Commissioner-designate, for
your commitment in research and development, which is essential for the European Union to
address the urgent societal challenges our citizens face today, from the climate emergency to health
crisis and digital transformation. As you also said, it cannot only be about growth and
competitiveness. It's also about addressing the most pressing societal issues and improving the lives
of our citizens.

From your answers we perceive your commitment also towards military research and investments.
On this, we want to remind that military research and development already has a dedicated
programme called the European Defence Fund, with almost EUR 8 billion over 2021 and 2027, and
which already has an increase of EUR 1.5 billion via the STEP Regulation recently.

In this context, would you commit to maintain strict boundaries between civilian and military
research and development activities, meaning notably not opening the next framework programme
to military stakeholders?

Can you guarantee that in the research and innovation and development sector, military priorities
will never be at the expense of civilian research and investment priorities, and in particular to
climate and environmental protection emergencies?
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1-0060-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-desighate.— Currently, Horizon Europe is really strictly
focussed on civil R&I, and it will be preserved. But having in mind the new realities — and it’s not
only the Russian war of aggression, 'm mentioning our competitiveness as well —we should analyse
the current approach and discuss really very frankly dual use — not military, that’s different. You
rightly said we have military fund. It will be separate from Horizon. It will continue to be like that. I
will develop the dual use. Heitor mentioned, and he was very clear to us, as far as I remember, that
the experts said in his report ’do not make this artificial distinction’ because in modern research and
innovation actually you are not sure what will be the result at the end. Actually, almost all civil
innovations can be used for dual. I can give you quite a lot of examples: in medicine; in drones;
internet — almost every example, a lot of examples.

So we will continue to evaluate, and you know that the Commission has released a study among the
stakeholders and the Member States, a white paper, and the study shows that more or less the
stakeholders are split. Most research organisations and universities are in favour of preserving the
status quo. Some of the Member States — though not all — and, of course, industry are in favour of
opening the programme for dual use as well.

So what I can say is that we are going to evaluate and to discuss with the stakeholders, with the
Member States, but of course with you, the next framework programme. But Horizon Europe is
civilian research only.

1-0061-0000
Paulo Cunha (PPE).-Senhora Comissdria, com grande parte do conhecimento dos nossos
investigadores comercialmente inexplorada, como referiu na sua intervencio inicial, que medidas
especificas ird tomar dentro da nova estratégia europeia para startups e scaleups para resolver este
desequilibrio e impulsionar a nossa competitividade global?

Como ird garantir o desenvolvimento de clusters de inovacdo que integrem eficazmente
universidades, startups, grandes empresas e investigadores de capital de risco?

Por outro lado, que agdes ird defender no ambito do Conselho Europeu da Inovagdo para fortalecer
polos de inovagdo em cidades de média dimensdo, como as que caracterizam a economia
portuguesa? Como ird garantir que estes polos consigam contribuir significativamente para a
coesao regional, o crescimento do produto nacional bruto, assim como o estabelecimento
de clusters de inovacdo globalmente competitivos?

1-0062-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Thank you, Mr Cunha, for the question. Three
challenges ahead for the start-ups and I will work the start-up strategy to address these challenges.

First, administrative burden. I always will start with this administrative burden. Simplification of the
next framework program is also very important. I didn’t have a chance to touch on this, but cut the
text in half. I think we should start simplification by simplifying our language, with more focus and
more precision.

Second is access to funding, as I already mentioned and I will touch on other dimensions, widening
countries. They are underperforming the start-ups from widening counties compared with not
widening. There is a really important, I think, project that will start from the beginning in 2025,
which is called ’pre-accelerator’, which will support capacity-building and training in start-up
management from the widening Member States and to support them to have better access to the
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very complicated programme that we have. I think why also I didn’t mention it is because it’s not in
my portfolio in particular, but I'm very committed to work very closely with the Commissioner
who is in charge of this and support the capital market union completion. Because without this, we
will be not able.

And to finish, yes, universities are really important. They’re one of the main beneficiaries in Horizon
Europe programme, and I am ready to work with alliances of universities to increase and to support
the research and innovation dimension in these alliances.

1-0063-0000
Niko¢ ITanmag (The Left). —'Exouv mapatnpndel duokolies ouvepyeidv petal diagopetikdv
mpoypappatov e Eupemaikis Eveong mou oyetiCoviar pe TN XpNHATodOTNOT  EPEUVITIKGV
TPOYPAHHATOV eEQITIOG YPAPEIOKPATIAS, TPAKTIKGV (TNHAT@Y TOU OXeTilovtal pe TOoug KUKAOUG
XPHATOdOTNONG, TOUG KAVOVES KAl TOUG OTOXOUG TWV TPOYPARPAT®Y, YEYOVOG TOU Tapepmodilet Tig
Kowveg dpaoelg otV épeuva. Oa fdeka Aomov va pag eENyroeTe TOG OKOTEVETE Va EEMEPAOETE AUTEG TIG
TPAKTIKEG OUOKOMEG 0TO MAQIGIO TOU TPOYPAHATOG-TAMIOIOU Epeuvag Kat KawoTopiag «Opilwv
Eupomnny. EmmAéov, og xopes onwg eivar 1) yopa povu, 1 EANGda, pe pkpotepeg duvatotiteg epeuvag kat
KQVOTOMIOG, TTOLEG OUYKEKPIHEVEG TIPWTOPOUNIEG Dol MAPETE Yial TV TEPAITEP® OTPLEN TNG EPEUVITTIKNG
dpacTNPLOTTAG KAl TWV TMAVEMOTNHIOV TV X0phv autey; Emiong, moieg ouykekpipéves dpaoeig da
avalafete yia va eVIOXUOETE TNV EVOWHATOON TGV KOWOVIKGV, OVIPOTIOTIKGV KAl KOANTEXVIKGOV
EMOTNHOV 0TO TPOYpappa-mAaioto; TENOG, g okomeveTe va dtao@alioeTe 0T ot Topels autol Ya Aafouv
e1dikr) unootpién kat véeg eukalpiec;

1-0064-0000

Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate.— Thank you for this question. I have to be short.
Horizon has a dedicated programme in Pillar 2, and it’s very close to my heart to continue this. It’s
really important, and I'm going to discuss with experts, as [ already mentioned, because there are
quite a lot of proposals in the Heitor report and they mentioned as well to find the best way how to
improve the governance of the programme.

I'm really committed to work with the widening Member States. What is important is to increase
the capacity of universities and research organisations. But I will be clear: no matter what we are
doing here on the European level, how supportive we are, without engagement from the Member
States to increase their budget for research and innovation we are not going to fill this gap between
the widening Member States and the rest of Europe.

1-0065-0000
Thomas Pellerin-Carlin (S&D). — The European Innovation Council was established to support
innovative start-ups and scale-ups to deliver breakthrough innovations. But the EIC has faced
several challenges in recent years, and we have competitive increasing pressure from the USA as
they are implementing the Inflation Reduction Act. So Europe needs more than ever an adequate
EIC to keep its competitive edge, especially on clean tech.

If you were confirmed as commissioner, would you commit to deliver an honest assessment of the
EIC, to understand what worked and what did not work?

Furthermore, how do you intend to build synergies between the EIC and the European Union
research and innovation missions, especially those that relate to climate-neutral cities and climate-
change adaptation?
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Finally, to nurture a more human-centric innovation process, what do you envisage to do to
guarantee that social science research is better included from the outset of the Horizon Europe
funded projects, especially those that are technological in nature?

1-0066-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Thank you, Mr Pellerin. I remember the discussion
with you. I'm really supportive of what you said. Yes. 'm committed to be being honest, to make an
honest assessment of what works and what does not. Actually the discussion I had with you before
my hearing was really very useful.  already started to think and to reflect what works, what we can
improve during this programming period, not to wait for the next to come, because we have three
years of implementation of the programme. Discuss with the EIC board members and different
stakeholders, so yes, 'm committed to being honest, to see what works and what doesn'’t.

Obviously there’s quite a lot of room for improvement. Too long process, not enough flexibility of
decision-making process for program managers who are really skilled experts. Not sufficient
funding. We are discussing about scaling up EUR 15 million. It's obviously not enough. So I'm
committed to be very honest, to make a real assessment of what works, what doesn’t, and to
improve even in this programming period, in this Framework Programme, what can be improved.

1-0067-0000
Filip Turek (PfE). - Madam Commissioner-designate, your nomination is deeply troubling. We are
not looking for a diplomat to manage paperwork. We need someone to lead Europe’s technological
future. Your quoting of the Draghi report is no substitute for first-hand expertise in innovation. The
13.8 million workers in our automotive sector deserve someone who understands technology, not
someone learning it from PowerPoint slides. Your written answers are full of references to reports
and frameworks, but empty of actual technology management.

Two questions arise: firstly, how will you ensure R&D funding is based on technical feasibility rather
than political ideology? Your answers focus heavily on start-ups and scale-ups. Secondly, how will
you protect traditional industrial jobs while having no experience with their technological
challenges?

Madame Zaharieva, Europe’s industrial future needs more than diplomatic skills. The stakes are
simply too high for on the job learning.

1-0068-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — I think actually we need both: diplomatic skills,
political experience and administrative capacity. Of course, I will rely a lot on the huge expertise
that I saw in the two DGs. I will rely a lot, of course, on the opinion of the stakeholders.

Yes, I'm not a scientist, but I have a rich political experience. I have been Minister of Regional
Development, Minister of Justice, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Deputy Minister of Regional
Development, a director in a ministry.

Actually, I started my career really from the bottom. [ was an expert and then a director, then a
deputy minister and minister and then a deputy prime minister. So I believe that this quite big
political experience will equip me with the necessary skills to support our companies and our own
business, and I am really devoted to do so.
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And I will rely on the expertise in this room. I see huge expertise here, and I am very grateful to
exchange ideas with you during my preparation and now during this hearing, as well as, hopefully,
in the future, if I have a chance to implement my mission.

1-0069-0000
Fernand Kartheiser (ECR). — Thank you, Ms Commissioner-designate, for your statements.

As in other key technological and scientific sectors, Europe seems to be lagging behind in space
exploration as compared to some major countries. The United States, Russia, China, Japan and India
have landed on the moon, the EU has not.

The European Space Agency, has outlined ambitious plans through its Explore 2040 initiative. This
strategy envisions sending European astronauts to the Moon, and ultimately to Mars. As we look to
the future, it is clear that space innovation will play a transformative role in Europe’s strategic
autonomy, economic competitiveness and scientific leadership. Could you please outline,
Ms Commissioner-designate, what role the European Union and its investments in research and
innovation can contribute to Europe’s and the European Space Agency’s plans to make Moon and
Mars exploration a reality, and thus highlight European innovation and expertise on a global stage.

1-0070-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Thank you, Mr Kartheiser, for this really important
question. Yes, we have really good space companies who develop R&I in space. I already met
actually the programme manager for space in the EIC and we discussed a lot what we can do to
support even more this huge potential that we have in European space companies and their
competitiveness.

Clearly, the funding is not enough. I think now we have EUR 1.9 billion for this programming
period, but I saw a lot of skilled people who understand the business very well and we are going to
present a plan to increase the money, to increase the funding of start-ups in the space industry.

So yes, we can be competitive. We have quite a lot of knowledge in the space start-up industry.

1-0071-0000
Jodo Cotrim De Figueiredo (Renew). — Thank you, Chair. Good morning, Ms Zaharieva. Your
mission letter puts you in the centre of the role to bridge several important gaps: the innovation gap
that Draghi said was the main reason why we keep falling behind the US; the R&I gap; and the start-
up financing gap. And in all these, your work could make life easier for SMEs and start-ups or just
add more red tape. You could make a real impact or just allow the EU to fall further behind.

So therefore, we want to have the chance to ask two very concrete questions about two other gaps.
The bureaucracy gap: how are you going to actually help innovative companies grow? And
specifically, how are you going to accelerate the 28th regime, making sure that it's not just another
empty promise? Because at its present pace, it is not likely to come into force before 2030. What
difficulties do you expect and how do you want to overcome them?

And the other gap is the impact assessment gap. How will you prioritise resource allocation and
how will you track the real impact of EU investments and make sure we're not just wasting
taxpayers’ money? This is something that the Renew Europe group always wants to take care of.
Your clear and concrete answers to these questions are the first step to truly bridging these gaps.



28 05-11-2024

1-0072-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Thank you, Mr De Figueiredo. Yes, we have this
gap. 'm not sure about bureaucracy — is it a gap or is it something different? But, as I already
mentioned, I'll be really much focused on proposing together. I'm not leading in this, but I'm very
devoted to work very closely with the Commissioner for Justice to propose this 28th regime. You're
right: it will be not easy.

Maybe we will start with enhanced cooperation, because I'm not sure that we are going to have all
of the Member States on board from the beginning, but I rely a lot on your support also to work
with the Member States to convince them to accept this regime. So we are going to propose the
legislative proposal and work with the Member States to convince them. But if we don’t have all on
board, we can at least start with enhanced cooperation not to wait, as you said, until 2030.

Implementation, yes, as our President outlined in in her speech, our legislation is as better as its
implementation. So if we don’t implement our legislation, good — we didn’t create a good
legislation. For the programme itself, I saw the data, and there my assessment is that it’s a huge
bureaucratic burden. Still we don’t have final data about the evaluation of the programme. But the
preliminary assessment shows between 12 and 20% of the administrative costs for our
beneficiaries, which is huge. Obviously, the programme is too complicated, and we have simplified
drastically.

1-0073-0000
Hildegard Bentele (PPE).—Die oOffentlich-privaten Partnerschaften im Rahmen des
Forschungsrahmenprogramms zielen ja eigentlich darauf ab, Forschungsinvestitionen in der
Industrie zu steigern. Wir miissen aber feststellen, dass die europaischen Unternehmen trotz der
Anreize und der Moglichkeiten des Forschungsrahmenprogramms ihre Forschungsinvestitionen
kaum gesteigert haben und Europa sein Drei-Prozent-Forschungsinvestitionsziel weiterhin nicht
erreicht. Wie wollen Sie bei der zukiinftigen Umsetzung des Forschungsrahmenprogramms dafiir
sorgen, dass es nicht nur mehr offentlich-private Partnerschaften gibt, sondern dass vor allem auch
unsere europdischen Unternehmen ihr Investitionsverhalten fundamental dndern und damit
angesichts der verschirften internationalen Konkurrenz ihre Zukunftsfahigkeit erhalten?

1-0074-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Danke sehr, Frau Bentele. I agree with you. I think
that what we should do is that the two pillars and instruments that we have in the framework
programme, EIC and pillar 2, must attract more private investment. The data are not bad. It'’s 36%
as far as [ remember from the pillar 2. Commitments are coming from industry and EIC fund attract
for every euro invested four additional private funding. But obviously it’s not enough. For example,
we spoke about 2.3% of GDP in average in Europe compared with 3.6 of GDP. But the difference
came from the private sector. European private sector investment in R&I is 1.3%. American private
sector investment in R&I is 2.4%. We should really motivate the private sector through different
incentives on the European level to use our funds better.

The trust in the investor network — that was launched, actually, at the end of last month by Iliana
Ivanova and I'm really grateful to her for this initiative and I am ready to develop it. It is also a very
valuable tool. It’s the first step.

We raised the expectations of the private sector, and now we have to deliver. How to deliver? To
work closely with them and also to implement what we promise: less red tape, and simplification.
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1-0075-0000
Sofie Eriksson (S&D). - Forskare ska dgna sig at forskning, men nir man pratar med forskarna
sjdlva blir det tydligt att sjilva forskningen ofta blir en bisyssla, vid sidan av en allt hogre
administrativ borda. Offentliga medel 4r ofta utspridda, och forskare maste soka pengar fran olika

hall.

Varje bidragsgivare har egna regler. Forskarna maste darfor hela tiden dndra sina planer och sina
arbetssitt for att passa in i olika ramar. Det blir splittrat, tidskravande och skapar en dalig
arbetsmiljo.

Vi vet ju alla harinne att Europa halkar efter pa olika sitt. Du skriver sjdlv i dina svar till oss att du
vill sitta forskningen frimst i EU:s politik for stirkt konkurrenskraft.

Men forskningen kan inte vara i framkant om inte forskare far dgna sig at det som de gor bast. Da
undrar jag forst och framst, hur kommer du att jobba for att gora det enklare for forskare att bedriva
sitt arbete? Jag undrar ocksa, mer lite vid sidan av, hur du ser generellt pd de hir uppdragen i
Horisont.

1-0076-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — I'll be very direct. One of the possibilities is this
two-phase application. Because if it’s two-phase application — that means that researchers, so the
companies, the start-ups who apply — there will be the first part, they will be focused on present the
project, as you said, to describe the project, the research project or the innovation project — not
work between 35 plus 15 more days if they have complicated collaborative projects. So just to field
all the documents and papers that we ask from them. So I think this is very concrete.

Also, what is very important, [ didn’t mention the lump sums, but 'm very supportive of the lump
sums. The results and the additional assessment show that the researchers and innovators are very
supportive as well — big research organisations and universities not that much, but individual
researchers and innovators are very much supportive. It gives them a possibility to focus exactly on
what you said: research and innovation, not only reporting.

So those are very concrete initiatives that 'm going to develop — if 'm approved, of course.

1-0077-0000
Jiiri Ratas (PPE). — Thank you, dear madam Ekaterina Zaharieva. Thank you for your remarks and
answers that clarified a lot. My question to you is a follow up to the written answers you have
provided us.

As you know, Parliament has requested a Union legislation of the freedom of scientific research that
should be applicable across the Union, including on Union institutions. In your written answers,
you write that you will include the freedom of scientific research in your proposal for the ERA Act.

Can you confirm that your proposal will indeed be in line with the Parliament’s resolution, and will
therefore propose legislation that will be applicable across the Union and will offer a basis for a
course to protect the freedom of scientific research?

1-0078-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Yes, Mr Ratas, I commit to propose the legislative
proposal, and I'm very grateful to the Parliament for the resolution that was issued and adopted in
2024. As you know, together with the Parliament, the DG implemented a study on this resolution
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to prepare the legislative proposal. And I'm ready to work with you, to discuss with you, and I'm
very supportive because, unfortunately for our academic freedom index and freedom of scientific
research, we have worrying trends in Europe since 2008. And this is a very worrying trend, as I
mentioned, and we should work with the Member States, with the researchers to address their
worries, because if they are not free to research in what they want, we are not going to have this
excellent research.

And I think we have a really good example in the ERC, to implement for this bottom-up approach.
[ mean the ERC is a good example, but yes, I am ready to commit and I am committed to the
legislation, a legislative proposal.

1-0079-0000
Raffaele Stancanelli (PfE). - Signor Presidente, signora Commissaria, secondo la relazione di
luglio sulla partecipazione delle piccole e medie imprese a Horizon Europe, il 20 % di tutti i
finanziamenti ¢ stato a esse assegnato, con un aumento rispetto agli esiti registrati da Horizon nel
2020. Tuttavia, il finanziamento a fondo perduto ¢ stato di appena 0,3 punti percentuali superiore.
Intende rivedere l'allocazione delle risorse per aumentare i fondi destinati alle PMI nel prossimo
programma? E questa ¢ la prima domanda.

Poi: intende mantenere la definizione di micro, piccole e medie imprese, come prevista dalla
raccomandazione n. 361 del 2003, salvaguardando cosi 'autonomia di tali categorie? Come
immagina in generale il nuovo controllo PMI e competitivita per la nuova legislazione
raccomandata da Ursula von der Leyen nella lettera di missione? E infine come immagina

l'architettura del nuovo, onnicomprensivo fondo per la competitivita in rapporto alla necessita di
salvaguardare i fondi per la ricerca, che sicuramente devono essere piti cospicui?

1-0080-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Thank you for this question. I'm sure that [ have all
the questions that you want to ask me, but I will start with SMEs.

Yes, it's not enough. It’s only 20 %. SMEs represent 99 % of the European companies, and definitely
something is wrong when only 20 % of the Horizon Europe funding goes to SMEs. If they represent
99 % of the companies in Europe.

The reason I think is that it’s too complicated a programme, and we should work to simplify it. And
that’s why all the measures that I have a chance to present to you today, by answering the questions,
will be linked to increasing the participation of SMEs. It maybe sounds cliché, but it’s true, without
simplifying our rules, our programmes, we are not going to increase the participation of SMEs in all
the programmes in Europe. They think that this is too complicated, it takes a lot of resources to
prepare the applications. Some of them don’t have these resources. That’s why their participation is
low.

1-0081-0000
Bruno Gongalves (S&D). — Senhor Presidente, Cara Comissaria indigitada Zaharieva, Portugal e
Bulgdria, os nossos paises de origem, apesar de estarem em lados opostos da Europa, enfrentam
problemas comuns, um dos principais é a emigracdo jovem.

As novas geracdes sdo as mais qualificadas, mas ndo sdo as mais bem pagas, nem de perto. Essa
perda constante de cérebros tem um impacto demogrifico na coesdo territorial e no
desenvolvimento econémico dos diferentes Estados-Membros.
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A presidente Ursula von Leyen atribuiu-lhe competéncias nas dreas da investigacdo e da inovagdo,
fundamentais para mudar este rumo, por isso, pergunto-lhe:

Primeiro, como ¢ que a drea europeia de investigagdo pode aproximar o conhecimento produzido
nas nossas universidades da economia real, colocando os setores inovadores a criar emprego de
qualidade em todos os paises, e podem ou nio os clusters de competitividade ser um exemplo para
a Europa?

Em segundo lugar, se se pode comprometer firmemente com uma estratégia para os fundos
europeus de inovacdo que oferecam oportunidades para todos, em particular e sobretudo para os
mais jovens?

1-0082-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Thank you, Mr Gongalves. As a couple of you said,
in order to increase the EU’s productivity, we have to become better at translating our excellent
research into innovation and competitive products, and I remember a discussion with you as well.
This will also be very important and will lead the young people from Portugal, Bulgaria, and in
general in Europe, and young researchers and innovators, to remain in Europe.

You mentioned the ERA Act as well. Hopefully it will be proposed in 2026, at the latest. The goal is
to develop a true EU-wide ecosystem of research, innovation and growth to create these minimum
standards for researchers and innovators to keep the talents in Europe, but also to support their
collaboration and research. And they are training and researching, in the so-called free movement
of research, innovation and knowledge.

[ think this is the way forward, to create a better environment for our young researchers to improve
the research and innovation infrastructure as well. It’s really important because it matters for their
work. And we have to better coordinate the strategies among the Member States. This will be the
key aspects in the ERA Act, and it also also linked with keeping talents in Europe.

1-0083-0000
Sabine Verheyen (PPE).—Commissioner-designate, freedom of research and freedom of
academia are strongly interconnected. Given your commitment to strengthening the European
Education Area and the European Research Area as frameworks for seamless mobility and
transnational cooperation, how would you concretely address the need for a timely implementation
of comprehensive recognition of educational degrees within the EU, which is also a main target in
the Erasmus+ programme?

Such recognition is essential for fostering greater student, researcher and worker mobility,
especially in light of global talent competition and skills shortages in key sectors.

How would you ensure more robust EU-wide standards for degree equivalency to facilitate free
movement of talent?

And how might this align with current European initiatives like the European Universities Alliance,
the European degree and sector specific academics in equipping Europeans with further oriented

skills?

And how will you cooperate with the Commissioners responsible in the field of education?
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1-0084-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Thank you, madam. Very kind indeed. This is a
really important question. I already met with my colleague, and we discussed actually in advance
how we work together. You mentioned university alliances, (inaudible passage), ERA — European
Research Area — which is very, very linked with European Education Area and European Higher
Education Area. So, I can commit that we are going to have a really good cooperation and work in
the same direction.

You mentioned now, on your point, how we will do this to advance on implementation of the
blueprint for a European degree? We have to work with the Member States to convince them to to
implement this and the European University alliance is actually a really good instrument that we
have for increasing the trust, because without increasing the trust among the Member States and
universities, we will not able to reach the goal that all young people actually dream of. And we work
for years for this. So only trust can lead to recognition of qualifications and diploma.

1-0085-0000
Damian Boeselager (Verts/ALE). — Dear Commissioner-designate, some of us fear that the EU’s
competitiveness agenda will once be State aid for dinosaurs, and your job would be to focus it
instead on new industries, such as green tech. But for that, as you said, we need access to capital and
to talent.

On talent, will you make it easier for start-ups to hire across EU borders to become more attractive
for digital nomads?

Will you expand labour migration channels, for example, the start-up visa and youth mobility
schemes?

And on capital, what will you do exactly to enable institutional investors to invest in VCs? Do you
commit to a mandatory 10 %, for example, start-up quota and public procurement in combination
with compensation for bidding?

And on simplification, and without undermining our policy goals, how do you want to foster the
digitisation of the administration and of reporting specifically one-stop shops for start-ups?

And how will you apply the 'think small first’ principle and de minimis clauses in regulation?

1-0086-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Thank you. Quite a lot of questions. I'm not able to
address all of them in two minutes. I will start from the simplification. You know that I'm really
committed. And one-stop shop, actually, it's what we try to do for ENIC. 'm not sure that we
succeed, but actually this is the goal, the three stages, the three pillars that we have there.

So, yes, this is for Horizon. I'm not able to commit with the 10 % of all procurement, innovative
procurement to be preserved for start-ups. First, because we don’t have yet a legal definition of ’start-
up’. So step by step, we should first create a legal definition for start-ups.

And what is more important actually is to improve the legislation, to boost this innovative public
procurement, because in Europe we have only 0.05 % of public procurement from the grants. Of
all public procurement that we have in Europe, only 0.05 % are linked with innovations. So
obviously we didn’t create the ground in legislation for innovative public procurement.
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So we work with other Commissioners — as is mentioned in the political guidance of President von
der Leyen — on amendments of the directives linked with public procurement.

1-0087-0000
Mariateresa Vivaldini (ECR). — Gentilissima Commissaria designata, vorrei condividere con Lei
alcune riflessioni sulla ricerca in agricoltura, strumento essenziale per permettere al settore di
diventare piu sostenibile, promuovendo pratiche che riducono I'impatto ambientale e migliorano
la salute del suolo e la conservazione della biodiversita.

Sappiamo che le discussioni sulle nuove tecniche di evoluzione assistita sono ora a un punto di
stallo, che occorre assolutamente sbloccare, anche perché possono essere la chiave per affrontare la
sfida del cambiamento climatico che sta mettendo in ginocchio I'agricoltura. Vorrei chiederle quale
sia la Sua posizione in merito e se gli agricoltori europei potranno utilizzarle, mettendoli cosi in una
posizione di level playing field con gli altri agricoltori mondiali.

Vorrei inoltre farle presente che gli allevatori europei si trovano anche a dover affrontare epizoozie
e fitopatie che compromettono i loro redditi e la loro produttivita. In particolare nella zona italiana
da cui provengo, assistiamo al dilagare della peste suina africana e dell'influenza aviaria. Le chiedo
quindi cosa ha intenzione di fare per rendere i vaccini disponibili il prima possibile e se riuscirete a
produrli in quantita tali da poterli distribuire a prezzi accessibili?

1-0088-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Ms Vivaldini, I really understand your questions,
because actually in Bulgaria, our agricultural sector faces the same challenges with the African swine
fever. So I really know how difficult it is for the country, for the farmers, how big a loss it is for the
agricultural sector. It’s a big tragedy, I would say, because it’s their work, their life.

So, yes, definitely. I will support to step up research for such disease and the problem must be
urgently addressed. And we have the instruments, we have the tools. And I'm very supportive on
this and you can rely on me in this endeavour.

On your first part of the question, I'm not sure that [ managed to understand everything. What I
know is that there was a proposal from the Commission, but it’s blocked in the Council. So my
portfolio, I mean the portfolio of research and innovation, and it’s a politically sensitive issue, I think
the role of research in innovation should be to explain to people, to help politicians to take
decisions. But it’s a controversial topic and it depends on the Council to take a decision now.

1-0089-0000

Oihane Agirregoitia Martinez (Renew). — ;Como piensa la Comision garantizar la transparencia
y el buen gobierno de aquellos proyectos de investigacion e innovacién que usan tecnologias
disruptivas para que se puedan supervisar dobles usos —y abusos, a veces— de dichas tecnologias?

¢Como va a garantizar la Comision la igualdad de condiciones en todos los Estados y regiones para
garantizar una innovacion disruptiva y orientada al mercado basada en comportamientos éticos y
el respeto a los derechos humanos?

¢Qué mecanismos se van a establecer para garantizar que todos los equipos de innovacion y de
investigacion europeos, especialmente aquellos que estan situados en regiones y en Estados mds
avanzados en materia de derechos humanos y laborales, no se vean desfavorecidos en comparacion
con otros actores que trabajan con estandares muchisimo mds bajos?
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1-0090-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate.— The Horizon Europe programme is focused on
civilian research and innovation and all the projects have to implement high ethical standards. So
there is no exception to this principle.

On dual-use, we have evaluated, we have reflected and the new realities that I already mentioned are
not only Russia’s war of aggression towards Ukraine, but also our competitiveness. And it’s also
what the scientists think, that this is an artificial division. But we are going to continue this
evaluation, maybe to start and to propose a new study because the first study actually was not
representative enough. There were quite a few participants in this study. This I was told from the
DG and of course speak with the Member States, speak with you in the Parliament, with the experts,
as [ already mentioned, with the industry, with the universities and research organisations and find
the right balance.

So how we can guarantee, I think, depends on the researchers and innovators, because, first, the
programme is focused on civilian, but second, when the researcher innovators have their patents
depends on them for what purposes their research or innovation will be used. So they have these
intellectual rights. It depends on them. So this is the guarantee. It will depend on the researchers and
innovators.

1-0091-0000
Fulvio Martusciello (PPE). — Signora Commissaria, ho letto le Sue risposte scritte, le ho trovate
esaurienti. Nella Sua risposta scritta, Lei fa riferimento all'intenzione di contribuire alla costruzione
di una vera e propria Unione europea della ricerca e dellinnovazione con una serie di importanti
iniziative nei prossimi cinque anni, occupandosi degli investimenti troppo bassi in ricerca e
sviluppo, ben al di sotto dell'obiettivo di investimento del 3% del PIL e dellinsufficiente
coordinamento dei sistemi di ricerca e innovazione degli Stati membri. La frammentazione dei
nostri ecosistemi di ricerca e innovazione ¢ la causa di forti differenze di prestazioni fra paesi e
regioni. Quali misure concrete ritiene necessarie al fine di colmare il divario in termini di
innovazione, incrementando la partecipazione di Stati membri in ritardo al programma quadro?

1-0092-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate.— Thank you, signore Martusciello, for your
question. Three key elements. First investments, European Semester, 'm going to repeat it. Work
with the Member States, use European Area Act, to recommit, with a minimum of 3 % of GDP.

Second, better coordination. With the limited resources that we have and even if the resources reach
3 %, it’s still not sufficient enough. We should be better coordinated. In the Member States, between
the regions, but between the European Union funds, in the European Union funds themselves, in
the programme, I see overlaps even in the Horizon Europe programme, a lack of synergy sometimes
in the different programmes, in Horizon Europe itself, like EIT, EIC. I see some overlaps there. So
use our resources better. Focus better, coordinate better, don’t overlap.

And on Widening, again, it’s a question very dear to my heart. As I already mentioned, we are better
than FP7 and Horizon 2020, but still, a lot has to be achieved. We have a good part of Widening
that works well, but for example, Hop-on is still not developed. I hear some of your complaints
about this. Still, some of the Member States are not using these possibilities enough.

So obviously we should improve our work in Commission, like work with those who are not
performing (inaudible). Maybe the problem is also in how we structure the programme, what we can
improve in the programme itself. So I'll be very, very much focussed on the Widening measures,
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but not only on the measure itself, but how to improve the participation of Widening Member
States in all Horizon parts, not only Widening.

1-0093-0000
Jodo Oliveira (The Left). — Senhor Presidente, Senhora Comissdria Zaharieva, as politicas que aqui
tem defendido tém vérios problemas. Elas acentuam os desequilibrios entre paises no nivel de
desenvolvimento cientifico e tecnoldgico, no acesso a fundos europeus e na capacidade de atracdo
e fixagdo de cientistas e investigadores, acentuam a concentracdo dos fundos europeus num nimero
reduzido de beneficidrios de grande dimensdo, continuam a olhar para a ciéncia e a investigagio em
funcdo da capacidade de gerarem lucros para as grandes empresas multinacionais e ndo como
instrumentos de resposta a problemas sociais.

O que quero pedir-lhe é uma resposta a trés propostas alternativas:

Primeiro, dar prioridade a politicas de apoio aos paises em situagdo de maior atraso cientifico e
tecnoldgico.

Segundo, criar politicas de apoio a redes publicas de ciéncia e tecnologia que tenham como
prioridade o desenvolvimento nacional e a resposta a problemas sociais.

Terceiro, apoiar politicas nacionais de valorizagdo dos cientistas e investigadores, das suas carreiras
profissionais, das suas condi¢des de trabalho e da sua fixacdo em territérios de menor
desenvolvimento cientifico e tecnoldgico.

1-0094-0000

Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate.—Mr Oliveira, I'm ready to support all of your
proposals. And I'm committed to work with you on these ideas. I don’t know what else to add. I'm
really supportive of what you said. So the time is running and I think we are quite above the time,
Chair. So you can count on my support on this.

1-0095-0000
Borys Budka, Chair of the ITRE Committee. — We have just finished the second round, so let me give
the floor to the Vice-Chair of the Committee on Culture and Education, Mr Bogdan Zdrojewski. 'm
pleased to welcome the Members of the invited committee, and the floor is yours.

1-0096-0000
Bogdan Andrzej Zdrojewski, wiceprzewodniczgcy komisji CULT.— Chcialem zadal pytanie
dotyczace aktywnosci zwigzanych z zapewnieniem synergii miedzy europejskim obszarem
edukacji, europejskim obszarem szkolnictwa wyzszego i europejska przestrzenig badawcza.
Krétko méwiac, w jaki sposéb zamierza Pani wspolpracowac z wiceprzewodniczaca Minzatu w
kwestiach zwigzanych z Europejskim Sojuszem Uniwersytetow?

Ale dodam jednoczesnie, ze bardzo mnie interesuje Pani ocena systemu boloniskiego. To juz 25 lat.
Mial on dwa zadania — jedno zadanie, aby wyréwnaé stopnie naukowe, a z drugiej strony, by
uczelnie europejskie dogonily uczelnie amerykanskie. To pierwsze si¢ udalo, to drugie — nie. Czy
nie nalezaloby rozpoczgé prac nad nowym systemem, nowym programem, nowa perspektywa?

1-0097-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Thank you, Mr Zdrojewski. Linking education,
higher education and the European Research Area is really key for the European Research
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Innovation Union to be created — as you know, it's one of my primary goals — and for
competitiveness. Without good education we are not going to have good higher education, without
good higher education we are not going to have a quality research and innovation.

[ work closely with Roxana Minzatu. I met her. We discussed quite intensively our ideas, mainly
about university alliances. Because this is the part that we are going to work in close synergy with

her.

For European university alliances it was a big success. It was created quite fast. We have now 500
universities in a really good network, but we should also work to create the sustainability in the
finance. Now we have financing through Erasmus+, but what [ think we should work, elaborate and
collaborate on with you and with the respective DGs, but also with alliances itself, is to create
sustainability in the financing.

My goal will be really to improve this research-innovation dimension. I don’t want to predetermine
the negotiations for the next Framework Programme, but I will be very much focussed on
strengthening this focus in university alliances, on preserving excellence as the main principle and
this competitive principle that we have in Horizon Europe.

1-0098-0000
Borys Budka, Chair of the ITRE Committee. — Now let’s start the final round.

1-0099-0000
Dario Tamburrano (The Left). - Buongiorno, Commissaria designata Zaharieva. La manifattura
additiva, pitt conosciuta come stampa 3D, ha raggiunto un livello di maturita tecnologica assai
avanzato in ripetibilita dei manufatti, gamma di materiali utilizzabili, economicita della produzione
e resilienza rispetto alle forniture extraeuropee. Tale soluzione presenta quindi diversi vantaggi
rispetto alla tradizionale manifattura con stampi, come flessibilita della produzione, rapidita di
immissione sul mercato e soprattutto accessibilita da parte di PMI e start-up.

Tuttavia, oggi vi sono delle difficolta in Europa nel certificare e immettere sul mercato i prodotti
cosi realizzati a causa delle vigenti regole tecniche UE. Come esempi parziali: i prodotti da
costruzione, i giocattoli, i dispositivi medici non su misura e i pezzi di ricambio per lo sviluppo
dell’economia circolare. Allo stesso tempo, diversi materiali di input oggi non ricadono in alcuna
sorveglianza né labeling che ne certifichi qualita e requisiti.

Lei, come Commissaria per le Start-up, la ricerca e I'innovazione, come intende adoperarsi, in team
con la squadra dei commissari, affinché i vigenti requisiti tecnici e norme armonizzate europei
vengano aggiornati per permettere a quest'area dell'industria 4.0 di avvantaggiarsi della tecnologia
e svilupparsi sul territorio UE, pur mantenendo i requisiti di sicurezza e protezione del consumatore
con specifiche etichettature dei materiali di input?

1-0100-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Thank you, Mr Tamburrano. We already had the
chance to discuss this very dear to your heart issue with standardisation. What [ know at this stage
is, as [understand it, that the current legislative framework of EU standardisation is being evaluated,
so obviously that the Commission heard the words coming from the sector and started this
evaluation. Also, specifically on medical devices, a targeted evaluation of the legislative framework
for medical devices is currently ongoing. And I will work with the Commissioner in charge, like
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Executive Vice-President Séjourné, on these issues because if the sector has worries, that means that
something is wrong in our legislation.

On my perspective, I will make sure that the life sciences strategy and the biotechnology strategy
will support regularly science that can facilitate approval of safe new technology. That means that
also in life science strategy, regulatory complexes will be addressed as well.

1-0101-0000
Alexandra Geese (Verts/ALE). - Commissioner-designate, considering President von der Leyen’s
EUR 100 billion commitment to a European Al initiative akin to CERN, how will you work with
the Vice-President for tax sovereignty to ensure that the European Al ecosystem meets the
competitiveness challenges highlighted in the Draghi agenda?

What will you do in the European Innovation Act to ensure that the European Innovation Council
prioritises substantial investments to support high-potential European Al Start-Ups and helps to
build open, sovereign and sustainable digital infrastructures?

How do you envision the EC’s role in fostering a competitive, autonomous Al ecosystem that
strengthens European tax sovereignty and reduces dependency on non-European technologies?

Last but not least, how will you ensure that sustainability is a crucial factor for AI? We know that
current large-language models are not compatible with our climate goals. Because of the huge
energy consumption assumptions, data centres would compete for energy with our industry, thus
further jeopardising competitiveness.

At the same time, Europe is already excellent when it comes to developing much more sustainable
computing capability. So what will you do to strengthen sustainable digital technologies made in
Europe?

Not a question now, but a comment. I very much welcome your commitment to gender equality.
Gender equality in science and research is not only good for women, but for all of us, because there’s
ample evidence that it improves the quality of our science and research and also the competitiveness
of our businesses. So thank you very much for that.

1-0102-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Thank you, Madam Geese. It’s really a topic that is
very dear to my heart. On AL I will work closely with the Executive Vice-President on artificial
intelligence. I'm committed to consulting the scientific community to develop a joint roadmap and
to procure a study exploring implementation options.

We need four very important for developing AL It’s of course funding, computers, computer power,
data and skills. Without the four of them we will be not able to advance with the strategy that we
want to implement in front of you, and none of the Member States is able to have the whole four
alone.

So this council, because a lot of you have asked me what exactly this council is going to do, the goal
of this council should be to pool our resources effectively — all these four ingredients that I already
mentioned. So I work very closely with Henna Virkkunen and with the scientific community to
present the strategy and the launch of the Al Research Council in Science.
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1-0103-0000
Xpucro Iletpos (Renew). — Yaxaema rocroxo 3axapuesa, B KoHTekcta Ha HoBust eBpomeiicku bayxayc
BBIPOCHT MM € KaKBJ Bb3MOXKHOCTM BIMXKJIATe 33 M3IOJ3BaHE HA LMPPOBM MHCTPYMEHTH MO MPOrpama
”XopusonT EBpomna” 3a momobpsiBaHe Ha ONa3BaHETO Ha KyJTypaTta U IOCTbIIa 10 KynTypa? U wie nma v
CIelyaHa ofKpena 3a 0-MaJlKy WM OTHaleyeHy KyITYPHY MHCTUTYLIMY, 33 [a VM Ce IOMOTHE B TO3M
undpoB npexon?

1-0104-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, randudam 3a unen na Komucuama. — Braromaps, rociomms Ierpos, 3a Bbipoca.
Mucris, de TOJ € MBKITIOUMTEITHO BaXeH, 3a1I0TO MHKITY3MBHOCT Ha 00pa30BaHMETO 11 HA KYNITYpaTa ca elHN
OT Haji-BaxKHUTe puopureTi. Hue MHOTO TOBOpMXMe B ITbpBaTa 4acT Ha MOETO M3CITyLIBaHE 3a TOBA KaK
Tps10Ba 1a OblIeM VIHKITY3MBHY U [1a Ch3aJIeM YCIIOBNS BbB BCUUKY TbpKaBM - ureHky Ha EC. Ho a3 mucns,
ye TpsiOBa [1a ce GOKyCMpaMe 1 BPXY PErMOHNTE, TOBA, KoeTo Buie kasate. Taka ue MOeTO OpTOIINO He €
TPSIKO CBBP3aHO € KyITypaTa i 0Opa3oBaHIETO, HO CbC CUIYPHOCT mporpama "Xopu3oHT” ¢puHAaHCHpa
V3CTIeIBaHE U HayKa B TAKA HapeyeHWTe "COLMAIHY HayKn”, KOETO BKITIOUBA U M3CIIENIBAHNATA B 007acTTa
Ha KyInTypata. Vl BcuuKuTe MepKy, Py KOUTO TOBOPUXME 3a TaKa HapeueHuTe widening mbpxasu mim
ITbp2KaBUTe, KOMTO BCE OLIE He Ca CTUTHAIIM CPEITHOTO HYBO 110 OTHOIIEHME Ha M3CIIEBAHNs M HAYKa, BaXaT
V1 3 KYIITypaTa 1 M3CIIeIBAHNATA B 00J1aCTTa Ha KyITypaTa.

Taka ue, fa, MMaTe MOSITA MOMIKPEIIa B TOBA OTHOLIEHNe 1a O'beM MHKITY3MBHY U CbM TOTOBA [a PaboTs ¢
Bac, 3a ma mocturaem Te3u Lesm.

3a [1a OCTUrHEM TOBa 00aue, TPsiOBa [1a MMaMe M TbpKaBUTe WICHKM Ha HAllaTa CTPaHa. 3alloTo KaKBOTO
VI [1a IPaBIM Ha eBPOIIENCKO HIBO, O-I00pe OT MeH 3HaeTe — 0e3 MHBECTHINM, CCPUO3HI MHBECTHLIMN B
ITb2KaBUTE YICHKH, HSIMA J1a IOCTUTHEM TOBA. 3aTOBA OTHOBO Iiie [IOBTAPSIM BCEKM ITBT, e 1d, KOJIKOTO 1
1a YBEJIMYMM TyK mporpamurte, 6e3 pepopmi u Oe3 moBeue cpercTa 3a 0OpazoBaHime, HayKa U KyNnTypa, B
TOBA YICITO L€ CJI0KA M3CIIEIBAHMSITA U HOBALIMITE, Hite HAMa [1a TOCTUTHEM LIeNuTe CH, a MMeHHO EBpomna
11a O'b1e Hall-KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOTO MSICTO Ha CBETa.

1-0105-0000
Kris Van Dijck (ECR). — Mevrouw Zaharieva, bedankt voor de zeer vele antwoorden reeds, maar
ik heb nog een zeer concrete en acute vraag. In de zoektocht naar decarmonisatie en nieuwe
duurzame energiebronnen speelt kernfusie een cruciale rol. De Joint European Torus, het grootste
kernfusie-experiment van Europa, heeft zijn waarde al bewezen in het maken van doorbraken die
ook essentieel zijn voor projecten als ITER die we zelf aan het opzetten zijn in Cadarache. Maar deze
infrastructuur dreigt verloren te gaan. Straks, binnen enkele weken start de ontmanteling, wat een
decennialange leemte zou creéren in onze Europese kennis en expertise, aangezien ITER nog
minstens vijftien jaar zal duren. Ik denk dat we dus een kapitale fout maken. In uw opdrachtbrief
wordt gewezen op de noodzaak van een langetermijnstrategie om de Europese
onderzoeksinfrastructuur te versterken. Mijn vraag is dan ook zeer concreet: welke acties zal u
binnen uw bevoegdheden nemen voor het behoud van JET zodat opgebouwde kennis niet verloren
gaat, onze onderzoekers en studenten verder kunnen werken en we de opgebouwde Europese
voorsprong op o.a. China kunnen behouden?

1-0106-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Thank you for this question on JET, what we would
do if, of course, approved. It’s to connect and discuss with the United Kingdom, to manage to
convince them not to stop financing the JET project, because after Brexit, it was part of the
negotiation agreement that we reached, Joint European Torus is the full name of the JET facilities,
the ownership was transferred to the United Kingdom, and they decided to stop the financing. They
also, after the Brexit negotiations, that we have now ongoing, decided also not to cooperate with
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the EU through the Euratom Research and Training Programme, which was one of the possibilities
to continue financing the JET facilities.

So on that stage, what we can do, and I can commit is to, if 'm approved, is to talk with the United
Kingdom colleagues to convince them to continue financing because the European Commission
doesn’t have neither legal base and even with the finances and resources that we have to continue
financing this project without having United Kingdom on board. This is what I can commit for JET
project in particular.

1-0107-0000
Andris Gyiirk (PfE). - Madam Commissioner-designate, in the past almost three hours, you've
been stressing the importance of speeding up access to research funds, as well as the improvement
of accessibility of European research cooperation. [ agree with you, and this is exactly why I would
like to draw your attention to the fact that since 22 December, based on the Commission’s proposal,
21 Hungarian universities have been excluded from the funding of the Horizon Europe Framework
Programme.

As a result of this discriminatory measure, for instance, projects of Hungarian medical universities
aimed at developing rehabilitation treatments have been excluded. This step also made impossible
the formation of an international cooperation programme on a European disease-forecasting
system, led by Nobel Prize winner, Professor Ferenc Krausz.

It is clear that this policy causes direct damage to the lives of citizens. With this in mind, if you take
office, when exactly do you plan to respond to the Hungarian Government’s legislative proposal
submitted a year ago?

When will you abolish this unprecedented and discriminatory situation?

1-0108-0000

Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — I will start by saying that our collective interest is
to welcome back these Hungarian universities and companies that the measures were taken to
them.

It's also important to mention that they can participate in Horizon Europe actions, but without
receiving EU funds. So 'm aware that Hungarian Government has created a guarantee fund, and
they can use this guarantee fund to continue their participation in Horizon Europe. I think it’s
important to ensure a clear understanding for the R&I community that these entities can participate.
AsItold you, I'm not sure that all of them know.

So of course the measures, as you mentioned, can be lifted only at any point, in any time, when
further notification by the Hungarian Government is proposed to the Commission of new remedial
measures. So [ am committed to work with the Hungarian Government, to look at the measures,
and to see where more need to be to be done to leave these measures.

1-0109-0000
Matthias Ecke (S&D). - Madam Commissioner-designate, I would like to skip the question that I
actually intended on high-tech research, because I would like to draw my attention and your
attention to a question that I think you have failed to answer twice in this hearing.
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It is about R&I Missions because Missions provide societal guidance over many components of
Horizon Europe. And I think of Missions like the Climate-Neutral Cities, Beating Cancer or
Adaptation to Climate Change. So I think they are very important also in the framework of research

policy.

So what is your assessment of the Missions and how do you want to continue them, invest more in
them, and which role are they supposed to play in your future research policy? I would really like
you to get back on that because you did not in the previous answers.

1-0110-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Thank you. Sorry that I didn’t. I try to stick to two
minutes. Missions, yes. You said — I agree with you — they’re important. There are five Missions, as
you already know very well. And they’re delivering, but the evaluation that I read is that we should
do better.

First, we should improve the governance of the Missions and ownership, because obviously there’s
not enough engagement from some of the DGs. So there are different ideas that I'm going to discuss
with other Commissioners to increase the political ownership, so to say, at the highest level of the
Missions, maybe by some ideas to some of the Commissioners to become something like patrons,
so to increase the ownership, the political ownership of the Missions.

Second is, unfortunately, the Missions fail to pull private investments or resources, not only private
investments, but also other funds, funding from the Member States, for example, through the
Cohesion Fund, which was initial idea, not only funding from Horizon Europe programme, which
is dedicated, as you know, on research. So we should do more better to pull these resources from
other European instruments, but also national regional funds and private investments.

And the third is what we should improve is also to citizens’ engagement, which is not sufficient at
that stage, maybe because of lack of information. These are my three goals for the Missions, to work
in these three dimensions.

1-0111-0000
Virgil-Daniel Popescu (PPE). — Dear Commissioner-designate, I want to ask you some questions
about the Strategic Energy Technology Plan. What specific measures will you implement to ensure
abalanced energy mix that includes advanced technology like generation for nuclear reactors, more
modular reactors, alongside renewable sources such as offshore, wind, solar and hydrogen to
enhance energy resilience with meeting EU safety and sustainability standards?

Additionally, how will you ensure that the ICT plans, research, innovation and deployment
priorities are effectively integrated and funded within the upcoming framework programmes? In
particular, how will you support early-stage research, foster collaboration between Member States
and establish robust accountability mechanisms?

1-0112-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate.— Thank you for this question. I fully support
research to achieve a balanced energy mix and intend to support the STEP plan through our funding
instruments. Cluster 5 of Pillar Il is dedicated to, and very focussed on, energy projects.

I'm in favour of continuing to support research in SMRs, as I already mentioned in my previous
questions. I have the data here, and the EIC, the European Innovation Council, it's obviously quite a
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lot. They have financed 250 projects until now, and 113 of them, almost a half, almost 50 %, were
linked with energy technology. This is about EUR 338 million, which is quite a lot keeping in mind
that the EIC doesn’t have sufficient funding. So I'm in favour. I think the STEP plan is a really good
instrument that can pool resources from the private sector and support us to reach the 3 % GDP,
which will discuss so many times, this time.

How to make the STEP plan a more impactful tool for the future? Simplify the governance structure,
more focus on concrete targets to support the EU’s competitiveness, convert the good STEP
implementation plan into European strategic R&l agendas.  mean it’s really important to make this

synergy.

My time is is running. I'm very much supportive in research innovation to achieve this balanced
energy mix.

1-0113-0000
Borys Budka, Chair of the ITRE Committee. — Thank you. We have finished the final round. So, this
is the time for concluding remarks. So the floor is yours. It is five minutes, but it is not necessary to
use all the time, of course.

1-0114-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner-designate. — Yes, this is my plan. Thank you, Chair. Iwould start
by, of course, thanking the European Parliament and in particular the Members of the ITRE and
CULT Committees for this, in my opinion, very useful and fruitful discussion that we had today, and
of course, the Parliament, the new Chair, on the very fair way the hearing was conducted.

[ pay tribute to the immense expertise on this committee. It was very visible today during your
questions. You are really masters of your portfolios. You are very well aware of the problems, but
also of what we have to improve by working together both for the next framework programme,
and for the existing one.

It's a very moving moment for me to stand here today because [ was a teenager when the Berlin Wall
fell and I have memories. [ was 14 years old and it opened a brand new world for me, like essential
freedoms that we missed before the fall of the Berlin Wall. So it’s really a moving moment for me to
stand in front of you today, with you today, to ask for your support to be able to implement my
vision, which T hope I was able to present today in front of you.

So, I don’t want to repeat. My team has prepared for me a five minute speech to repeat again all the
priorities, but I'm not going to do that. I just want to repeat what [ already stated in my introduction
that I'm really committed to working closely with all of you, honourable Members of the
Parliament, to discuss with you on all stages our proposals and important initiatives for my
portfolio, discuss with you the next framework programme, and to meet on a regular basis when I
am asked to meet you. But not only that — my door will be always open for the Members of the
European Parliament.

So with that, [ want to conclude my closing remarks. Once again, a sincere thank you for this very
positive exchange of opinions today.
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1-0115-0000
Borys Budka, Chair of the ITRE Committee. — Thank you very much. I'd like to thank all Members
who took part in this hearing for your questions, as well as Commissioner-designate Ms Zaharieva
for all your replies. Of course, you will be always warmly welcome at our Committee.

So the evaluation meeting will be held in camera today at 1 p.m. — remember — and I'd like to
announce that this meeting is now closed. Thank you very much.

1-0116-0000
(The hearing closed at 12:07)



